Spinoza and the Grammar of Piety

— the "dogmas of the universal faith”
in the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus

Osamu UENO

Spinoza’s notorious Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (TTP) has
raised long controversy concerning the sincerity of the author. Some see
‘a disguised atheism in it, and some a good will of adjusting to common
Christians of the time. Are the "dogmas of the universal faith” Spinoza
pretends to draw from the Bible a genuine proposal to liberate faith
from superstition, or a cunning pretext for ruining the spiritual au-
thority?

The present paper shows this question to be a false problem,
by putting the issue into actual context of the time. The freedom of
speech in the Republic of Holland was suffering crisis due to the lack
of definition of "impiety”. The whole argument of the TTP can be read
as an attempt to determine the grammar of "piety and impiety” regu-
lating the language game of the community: i.e. by whom, by what
right and on what authority can a citizen rightly be condemned as
”impious”.

The dogmas in question are meant to be the objective de-
marcation of pious and impious faith; they are objective, since they
follow logically from the grammar of what the Bible can or cannot
say. Our interpretation shows why Spinoza had no scruple in proposing
the dogmas which he certainly knew to have nothing to do with truth,
and why this proposal was so irritating to his contemporaries who
believed the Bible to be the word of truth.
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TTP  [#%EEE#R Tractatus Theologico-Politicus] (¥ & Gebhardt &
#EIFBOR-TVIIT)
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Ep #M# (Gebhardt JREEE 4 XOEHES)

1 XHEOBHELXSIRTAAL IR, —RIZTH) LI RIVLEBREELZRFL TV,
Cf. Catherine SECRETAN, ”La victoire des régents: argent et liberté” in:
Amsterdam XVlIle siecle: Marchands et philosophes: les bénéfices de la
tolérance. dirigé par Henry MECHOULAN, Editions Autrement, 1993, pp.
32-41. Henry MECHOULAN, "Une vision laique du religieux”.. in: op.
cit., pp.42-58. 72 27 OF Y R, RIZHEEBED - OIZXFEBAOBF O AL
LEHRTHHLEZ, ANTAL LTOBAOHKOBHE | SHTE O EHBFIC
X B%M%EERL”, Cf. Jacqueline LAGREE, La raison ardente: religion
naturelle et raison au XVlle siecle. Vrin, 1991, pp.231-232. ZHIIBOK#ER
ELTRIZEAL [HEBUGR] OTNEELR D, 1205 [HEBRR] OAF v v
FVORER%E, 2 LYNIVEERICRIOREFTH S, Lo, BKRIC
LTk, A FRRERDT - Y4 v rEHEOTL -V EbHEND Y - 5 - 71—
W% (Johan and Pieter de la COURT)DEEICEZ 2 BoTEH, BME L
TUOEL REDZDITTidL v, Cf. Haitsma MULIER, The Myth of Venice
and Dutch Republican Thought in The Seventeenth Century. Assen, Van
Gorcum, 1980, p.172. #ELEZOHSHSL ., ZE S LHALTRTIH RV, FNIT
FTTEA TV FDOREIBREL DD o1T AN P ERBELLOEERRTH 72, Cf.
Theo VERBEEK, Descartes and the Dutch. Southern Illinois Univ. Press,
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1992, pp.82, 89-90.

2 [#ZBER] RENOREERPEET, [HRKMORELSLEREEL] - T3
FETL] - HCOREE] - [EbdTHAN] - (RERRLEMAREIH] doLFE
BEhTz, URORERZTIU L0, BEEIELIHD [AE/ FOBE] TH
%, Wiep van BUNGE, "L’Athéisme de Spinoza”. Bulletin de I’Association
des Amis de Spinoza, No0.29,1933, pp.1, 11. 5 ¥ TILDIIR o7 [#
FHiER] BN L L, ZoFER [BEISRLENR] LRALTV, BEC
T HERIEBETHY, BMRLREICL Z2RVAZLPERE LTOBELLLEH
CEIITREPTTERLGIFEELBEICL TVE0E, L5 or—KBERIGE >
72D T&H %, Wiep van BUNGE, "The Early Dutch Reception of the TTP”
in: Studia Spinozana 5, 1980, p.243. [BEINL-EFMR] LV IOXEOR
BiE, [Z0BIAPTRIBEOEOLICRZ2PPIIREBERSFA->TWE] &)
IFXHEDTEH S0t (Daniel Levi e Barrios, Eternidad de la Ley de
Mosseh. cited in: Henry Méchoulan, Etre juif @ Amsterdam au temps de
Spinoza. Albin Michel, Paris, 1991, p.156)icbBHHNE, FH NV P ERED
7z bk A4 ¥ (Lambert van Velthuysen) %' ¥ K )V 7 (Philippus van
Limborch)D & 5 2B ) XSV AL TE 2, ALERTH o7, Cf. Gregory
S. BRAD, ”Introduction”. in: Spinoza, Tractatus Tehologico-Politicus.
Translated by S.Shirley, Brill, 1991, pp.27-29. E¥ %2, ¥x— )b - X— D
SEERE YL, THEBER] 2R/BLIALR, AREFIEAROBEFERD
T L7z) ®TH 5B, Pierre Bayle, Ecrits sur Spinoza. Paris: Berg inter-
national, 1983, p.23.

3 TTP XIV, p.177—178.

4 ESPITC. A/ FIIT 554 7=y Yy OBRIIOWTIE, & (AL 04
B. FOEA~] BRBEHE, vol.17-4, 1989, pp.37-42 BBV /22 & /2w,

5 [HENIZHbETEL] L) RRE [MEBUHER] ObDTH5S, bokdbE
iz, ~BEREHFIILALBEOJRBRI A NIIOWTEDI TS, AE/ Fh
[MzEdhm] OBRESNAREL SR LD o720, FSEIVIWHEFETHo
72(TTP Praef., p.12; V, p.76-77),

6 Cf. Leo STRAUSS, "Comment lire le Traité Théologico-Politique” in:
Leo STRAUSS, Le Testament de Spinoza. CERF, 1991, pp.241-253; Leo
STRAUSS, "Sur un art d’écrire oublié. in: Qu’est-ce que la philosophie
politique? [What is Political Philosophy?, New York: Free Press, 1959],
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PUF, 1992, p217. 2H LAY 2 b 0 AOKEBEIZHSHI DL LT, Franis
KAPLAN, "Le salut par 1’obéissance et la nécessité de la révélation chez
Spinoza”. Revue de Meétaphysique et de Morale, 18, 1973,pp.1-17; Jan den
TEX, Spinoza over de Tolerantie. Mededelingen vanwege het Spinozahuis
23, 1967, p.11; Madeleine FRANCES, ”Notice aux Authorités Théologique
et politique, Spinoza”, in: Spinoza: Oeuvres Complétes (Bibliotheque de
la Pleiade), Gallimard, 1954, pp.1456-1458. & {iZ, André TOSEL, Spinoza
ou le créepuscule de la servitude: Essais sur le Traité Theologico-Politique.
Aubier, 1984. pp.50-69, 106-118. 7:72 [E:RWHENHE| OPMBEMNTIIAEETH
%, TOSEL ® FRANCES #ERMICIZY 2 b Ty AR BB 555, [:EREN
B#E] X2V TRTLARIIAS (MEWRR CHVWEIATRS 2 T3,
Cf. TOSEL, op. cit., pp.250-252, 290—296; FRANCES,op. cit., pp.1471-1472.
BT, bbb BE L TV aBROZRINIZ, K&K RhZT- % x < [EEH
ORI L) BROZBIAE/FEBI ) L LTVBHTEDL RV, 1545,
BERIIHLT LS L h b, BERPARECENAB CREADIT) PELLS
Do BHIIBE-RB-BEWER L VIERIELZ [AY/FOER] OBELLENVWT
ELLIZHVENE DT T, WTFHOBELRE ) LT ETERRATE>TWEHD
PRETHIEESZREEETRIVRVOTHE, COREFROFITRD R I
Ehde, [ZEHE| AAEEDP. SEEHI L, VIR EPFRBLHRICRS
ZEMNTE B, Cf. TEX, op. cit., pp.21-24.

7 Henri LAUX, Imagination et religion chez Spinoza: la potentia dans
U’histoire. Vrin, 1993, pp.206-209, 233-234.

8 7:& ziZ, Pierre-Frangois MOREAU, Spinoza: I’Expérience et I’ Eternite.
PUF, 1994, pp.364, 367-368; LAGREE, op. cit., pp.181, 278-279; BRAD,
op. cit., p.44.

8bis TTP XIV, p.176.

9 Cf. FRANCES, op. cit., pp.1471-1472; FRAIICES, ”"Les Reminiscences
Spinozistes dans le 'Contrat social’ de Rousseau”. Revue Philosophique
de la France et de !’éetranger, 1951, pp.81-82; LAGREE, op. cit., pp.181,
280-281; MOREAU, op. cit., pp.367-368.

10 TTP XIV, p.179.

11 J.L., PRICE, Holland and the Dutch Republic in the Seventeneth Cen-
tury. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1994, pp.184-201
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14
15
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PRICE, op. cit., p.198.

Ep 30.

TTP Praef., p.7.

TTP Praef., pp.6-7; XIX, p.232; XX, p.242.

Fokke AKKERMAN, " Le caractére rhétorique du Traité Théologico-

18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Politique”. Spinoza: entre lumiére et romantisme. e.n.s. Fontenay-aux-
Roses, 1985, pp.383

17 #5077 A5 Y POFBERBRIII X FOXBRENFELEEL,
BEOAIL>TTF /A MOBRERETHZLOREEL . TTICHDIZLHTW,
BROBE IS )y 7ME (BENOEBRL L VFETS) HTAGRIRES
APRBVEETH 72D THS, Cf. Louis MEYER, La philosophie inter-
prete de I'Ecriture sainte. Traduction du Latin, notes et présentation par
Jacquline LAGREE et Pierre-Frangois MOREAU. Intertextes éditeur,1988:
Introduction: Louis Meyrer et Spinoza. (par J. LAGREE/P.-F. MOREAU),
pp.6-7.

TTP VII, pp.98-99.

TTP XVII, pp.214-215; II, pp.30-32, 36-37; IX, p.135; XII, p.166.

[z RIIMICBREBT D, 22 LB R, BEEOHM., T4bb
[REDOFEFE., HIVEIEOHKE LEMOHKRE] 0L THDH (TTP XV, pp.
184-185),

TTP XII, p.165.

TTP XIV, p.174.

TTP XIV, p.176.

TTP XIV, p.177.

TTP Praef. p.11; XIV, pp.178-179.

TTP XIV, p.180.

e ZE 7z b4 B0 [HEBER] #He Rl BB 5502k
PETREBEELHFLS ZEDPVDLICRBRICB S 7200 L {FH 5B, Cf. Ep 42. FIKR
CEEN L BEERREHKA TNy 7 )V (Balthasar Bekker)® A 4 )V (Lodevijk
Meyer)D & ) ZABERE TS L, EENFEERF O TVD LV IFIREE)I &
7%y, Cf. Andrew FIX, "Bekker and Spinoza. Paper Read in: Collo-
quium : Disguised and Overt Spinozism around 1700, Rotterdam, Oct.
1994; LAGREE, op. cit., pp.145-149. 7345, 25 LAY FOBEMIT L A
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EANADBICBRELR 2P ol-0ld, HREVAITLARTH-7:, BEBBLLTY
ROHKI[NI Lo SWIERWLHELZ -6 Lok [FEBEE] Tz, &L
AEI— N - "=y 7 DBEES-DTHb, Cf. TEX, op. cit., pp.19-20.
28 TTP XV, p.187
29 TTP IV, p.67; XVIII, pp.221-222
30 [EiEaE) B TBEONEE] o Tit, i Zondhh»d | (TEEE -
BHEIR [RY ) FLBIER b D) FRAL, 1995, pp.171-203) #BMshizv,
31 [RE/ FE—BOAREHLM un bloc inquistant & LTHN7- |, Paul Verni-
ere, Spinoza et la Pensée Frangaise avant la Révolution. Paris, 1982(19%4),
p.33.
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