(307)— 29—

AR T ARAR & Stk PR f A

City Size and Health-Welfare of the Aged
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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to find out the general tendency between the size of munici-
palities and the level of health-welfare services (LHWS) of the aged on the data in
1994 in Japan, thereby to indicate that we have the remarkable gap of LHWS among
municipalities and this inter-municipality gap has a close relationship to the size of mu-
nicipalities. The main results are as follows.

(1) (The general tendency between population size and LHWS) As concerns the total
(i.e. non-per capita) indices of LHWS, we have a turning point at a population of about
500 thousand, that is, as the size of population of a municipality becomes larger, the
total indices increase linearly in the range less than the turning point, on the other hand,
the indices increase gradually over the point. (2) As concerns the per capita indices of
LHWS, we have a turning point at a population of about 30-50 thousand, that is, as the
size of population becomes larger, the per capita indices decrease rapidly i the range
less than the turning point, on the other hand, there is hardly any difference over the
point. Then a population of 30 thousand may be a minimum level in “the Great Merger
of Municipalities in the Heisei Era” in view of LHWS. (3) (The general tendency be-
tween aging ratio and LHWS) As concerns the total indices of LHWS, we have two
turning points at the aging ratio of about 10% and 20%, that is, as the aging ratio of
a municipality becomes larger, the total indices increase rapidly in the less ratio than
10%, on the other hand, the indices decrease rapidly in the ratio of 10-20%, and de-
crease gradually in larger ratio than 20%. (4) As concerns the per capita indices, we have
the simple relationship, that is, as the aging ratio becomes larger, the per capita indices

increase linearly. Then the aging ratio is very important for per capita indices of LHWS.
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