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Does “Song (%)” Signify “Ming (BH)” ?

—— On Wang Fuzhi(£3%<Z)’s Disapproval of
Discussions on Legitimate Succession

Hayashi, Fumitaka

Abstract

Wang Fuzhi, a scholar and Ming loyalist in the 17th century China,
wrote in the “Postscript 1”7 to the Dutongjianiun (3%:&%#3#), one of his
historical essays: “Since the Song dynasty fell, there has not been any
succession of dynasties under the heaven.” This passage can be read as
a declaration that it has no significance to discuss legitimate succession,
which is one of main subjects in Chinese traditional history. Naito
Konan(PE#iE) and Takata Atsushi(ZH ) respectively regarded the
word “Song” in it as signifying the Ming dynasty because Wang must
have had a deep emotion about the fall of the Ming dynasty.

In this paper, I mainly explore how to interprete the “Postscript 1”.
In view of consistency, I explain that it is unnecessary, even inappropriate,
to translate “Song” into “Ming”, through examining each argument of
Naito and Takata, and argue that we should literally interprete the
word “Song”.

At the last section of this paper, I discuss what significance we can
find in Wang’s disapproval of discussions on legitimate succession, review-

ing some other researches.
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