(689)—1—

BRTHORRASE & 3t 5 47 B
— Fik B B oD FE A & Gl —
City Size and Administrative Reform in Local Governments
5 M 5h

YOSHIMURA, Hiroshi

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to investigate the number of personnel (NP) of local govern-
ments and the change of NP in relation to the size of local governments, and to evaluate
the change of NP from point of the local administrative reform.

The main results are as follows. (1) Generally speaking, the smaller the local govern-
ment is, the later the administrative reform. (2) There is the general relationship between
NP and the size of local governments. In prefectures and town/villages, we can find out
the “downward convex” relationship, i.e. as the population of prefectures and town/vil-
lages increases, the number of personnel per inhabitants (NPI) decrevases rapidly at the
first time, but decreases moderately after that. On the other hand, in cities, as the popu-
lation of cities increases, NPI decreases rapidly at the first time, but NPI reaches the bot-
tom, and increases moderately after that. (3) The “standard value” of NP of local govern-
ments is very useful in the evaluation of actual value of NP. The “standard value” is one
that reflects the size of local governments, and is obtained through the general relation-
ship of (2). (4) We cannot find the meaningful correlation between the condition of start-
ing point of change in NP and the indices of changes in NP. Therefore it is appropriate
to evaluate the change in NP directly from the indices of changes in NP without consid-
ering the condition of starting point. (5) There is little correlation between the size of

local governments and the changes in NP.
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