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What is 1990°s to The World Automobile Industry?

O H M

FUJIWARA, Sadao

Abstract

It was an epoch-making decade of 1990’s that the world automobile industry began to
advance in the way of huge reorganization of both car manufacturers and suppliers. The
global wave of merger, acquisitoin and alliance has been causing the oligopolistic reor-
ganization. Car manufacturers in the USA and Furope had finished learning “Lean Pro-
duction System” and took it into their antomobile industry with the result of IT revolu-
tion in 1990’s. IT was one of the important energy of the reorganization of automobile
industry.

US automobile industry introduced QS9000 and ANX. They helped to improve CQD
and the relationship between car manufacturers and suppliers. German car manufacturers
tried to introduce the Module Production System (Modularity). MPS spread over the
automobile plants of the world at the beginning of 21st century. CALS made car manu-
facturers able to build worldwide buying system and suppliers to be global suppliers.
MPS broke up suppliers into system integrator and non system integrator. At the end of
90’s, big car manufacturers were six groups, and other independents. GM Gr. occupied
about a quater of the world production but not a Gulliver because automobile industry
has been changing rapidly and GM is never statuesquo.

Keywords . automobile industry, lean production system, IT, module production,

QS9000, ANX, CALS, mega supplier, M&A, alliance.
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