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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to investigate the relationship between the welfare administra-
tion district (fikushiken-iki, hereafter WAD) size and the level of health-welfare services
(LHWS) for the aged in 1994 in Japan. This analysis indicates that the LHWS is
closely related to the WAD size. LHWSs are then evaluated both in terms of their abso-
lute level and standardized, taking the WAD size into consideration.

The main results are as follows. (1) Measuring the WAD size in terms of population,
we find that indices of total (not per-capita) LHWS increase linearly with WAD size as
expected. However, per-capita LHWS indices decrease rapidly n as WAD size increases
in the range up to 300-500 thousand inhabitants, and decreases moderately in the range
above that. (2) Measuring the WAD size in terms of population of aged persons, similar
tendencies to that shown in (1) are found, with a rapid decrease in per-capita LHWS as
the population of aged persons increases to 50-70,000 and with more moderate decreases
after that. (3) The results of regression analyses showed that population of aged persons
was marginally better at explaining variations in LHWS, with total population size show-
ing a high degree of fit as well. (4) Focusing the proportion of aged persons in the
WAD population, the indices of total LHWS increase, while per-capita indices of LHWS
decrease linearly as the proportion increases. (5) We illustrate the forgoing evaluation of
the absolute and standardized LHWS with reference to the WAD in Yamaguchi prefec-

ture, indicating that LHWSs are a little above the average observed in Japan as a whole.
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