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Abstract

The aim of this paper is (1) to indicate the general tendency of relation between city
size and public administrative services (PAS) based on Japanese data in 2002, thereby
(2) to show the time series change of relation between city size and PAS, and (3) to
estimate the effects of merger of municipalities on PAS.

The main results are as follows. (1) We can show the relation between city size and
PAS as “increasing function with upward convex,” i.e. as the size of a city increases,
PAS of the city increases rapidly at first, and increases moderately in the range above
500 thousand inhabitants. (2) This tendency in 2002 is the same to ones in 2000 and
1998, but the elasticity of city size to PAS decreases a little from 1998 to 2002. (3) The
effects of merger of municipalities on PAS are plus in all cases with better off rate of
6-10% when the population is only one explanatory variable, and are plus in almost

cases with better off rate 3-6% when the population and area are explanatory variables.
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