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A new treatment for inducing superovulation in adult rats was examined. Virgin
Wistar-Imamichi rats at 11 weeks of age were pretreated with PMSG on the

metestrus day.
on the expected estrus day.

Then, the animals were anesthetized with sodium pentobarbital
The maximum number of ova shed in the animals

thus treated was 100 with a combination of 40 I. U. of PMSG and hCG. If the
treatment with sodium pentobarbital was omitted, the maximum number remai-
ned at 43 with different combinations of PMSG and hCG dosages.
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Fig. 1. Effect of pentobarbital sodium on the
number of ova shed in superovulation-treated
adult rats. [ ; PMSG was injected i. m. at
11:00h on the day of metestrus and hCG
was injected i.m. at 17:00h on the day of
proestrus. [ ]; PMSG was injected i. m. at
11:00 h on the day of metestrus, pentobarbital
sodium (4 mg/100g of B. W.) was injected i.
p. at 14:00h on the day of proestrus and
hCG was injected i. m. at 17:00h on the day

of estrus. Tubal ova were counted 23h
after hCG injection. Each group consisted
of 5 rats. * and =xx indicate significant

differences at p<0.05 and 0.01, respectively.
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