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Nine-year School Curriculum and Art Education
in China and Taiwan

FUKUDA, Takamasa

Yamaguchi University

This article focuses on the contents of art education in China and Taiwan where educational reforms are currently in
progress. In China, a large-scale educational reform is being implemented based on the policy of talent education. Its
curriculum for compulsory education consists of a nine-year continuous curriculum for each subject that is also based on
this policy. In the subject of art, learning areas have been re-divided into four areas for the purpose of developing
learners’ ability to put a theory into practice and to investigate. It is also encouraged that these areas are linked with
other learning areas.

In Taiwan, the curricula for primary schools and lower secondary schools were revised in 2001 and 2002 respectively
in order to implement a nine-year continuous curriculum. In Taiwan, subjects have been reorganized into learning areas
so that they can be taught in an integrated way. The subject of art was included in the learning area of ‘Arts and
Humanities’ and its curriculum was revised in order to develop learners’ various abilities of artistic expression.

Both in China and Taiwan, educational reforms are promoting integrated approaches in dealing with the learning
contents. It is clear that in art education this policy change means the emphasis on fostering creativity through
comprehensive self- expression. Art education in Japan can learn from the Chinese and Taiwanese experience. In the
future of art education in Japan, provided that teaching hours are secured, the integration of the learning contents may be
a possibility.
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