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Problems and prospects about studies on understanding and retention of concepts
by metaphors: Discussions with researchers who are interested in metaphors
in University of Richmond.
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To develop the study about understanding and retention by metaphor, we have to
clarify the long process during understanding concepts through metaphors, because
effects of metaphor will not be showed immediately after given. Furthermore we have to
clarify how the metaphor is understood and what category does the metaphor belong to
for the participants. In other words, we have to examine the process of how their
knowledge has been constructed.

In relation to that, we have to admit that there are two types of metaphors, that is, a
global or universal metaphor that is available to any people, and an individual metaphor
that is created by individual, especially expert. While any individual metaphor will be
created by individual experience, each will be based on a global or universal metaphor
like a thermostat that is based on mechanical metaphor.

Key words: process of understanding, constructed knowledge, grobal metaphor,
individual metaphor
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