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The Meaning of Art in Malaysian Primary Education

FUKUDA Takamasa

Yamaguchi University

The purpose of this article is to investigate the meaning of art education in Malaysian primary education.
Malaysia has revised its school curriculum in 2000 and replaced the former art subject with a new subject, pendidikan
seni visual [visual art education], that includes the word “visual”

At primary school level, Malaysian school education aims at developing eight qualities that are necessary for the
formation of human character. They are: linguistic quality, logical quality, spatial and visual quality, audio-musical
quality, athletic quality, the quality of independence, quality to have a good human relationship, and natural
environmental quality. Primary school education aims at developing these eight qualities with equal emphases.

Art education promotes artistic expression and the understanding of art by the introduction of the elements of
the plastic art and visual languages. Teaching materials of art include painting, design, handicraft and traditional
handicraft in order to develop pupils’ interest in visual art, creativity and ability to image. The primary school
curriculum offers examples of teaching materials and the contents of learning for each grade. Art education plays its
role in education for developing whole personality by linking its specific contents with the eight qualities.
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