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A Case of Primary Adenocarcinoma of the Duodenum
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SUMMARY

We report a surgical case of primary adenocarcinoma of the duodenal bulb. An 80-year-old woman
was found in screening with upper gastrointestinal endoscopy to have type 2 tumor in the duodenal
bulb. Pancreatoduodenectomy was performed based on a diagnosis of primary duodenal cancer.

Curative resection was performed but liver metastasis was detected 9 months after the operation.
She received transcatheter arterial embolization followed by combination chemotherapy via
intrahepatic arterial infusion. But she died of liver metastasis on 13 month after the operation.

Primary duodenal cancer is comparatively rare, but it has been increasing to date in Japan due to the
development of endoscopic diagnostic examination.

A suitable treatment policy of primary duodenal cancer has not been established. We consider that
surgical excision with lymph node dissection improve the clinical outcome of patients with primary
duodenal cancer. In this case, curative resection was performed but distant metastasis developed
after the operation. Our case suggests that adjuvant chemotherapy may be necessary in patients

with advanced duodenal cancer.
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