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The Research Problem Related to the Mental Health Welfare
Policy and Support System in Japan

Takae MORITA

Division of Community / Geriatric Nursing, Faculty of Health Sciences, Yamaguchi University
School of Medicine, 1-1-1 Minami Kogushi Ube, Yamaguchi 755-8505 Japan

SUMMARY

This paper is describing the history of mental health welfare system routed from the psychiatric
patient protective law in 1900 and the law of psychiatric hospital as well as the current mental health
welfare policy and diverse social support systems. It is indicated that there is a lack of research
regarding to the comprehensive evaluation for the community mental health welfare services. The
research related to the social support is only focusing on the individual support, clinical report, or
problem statement. Therefore, the author discussed that study of mental health welfare policy should
be aimed at effectiveness of the social support system through analyzing community environmental
factors for people with mental illness.
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