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KBAULZzw, Lo L, EHBREHERZ RSN
T5EAEMBBORSEHIESh®, Thbb,
TNF @238 5 EN72HEMn-SODA¥EML 2w
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Role of Superoxide Radical and Its Scavenger in Reproduction

Norihiro SUGINO

Dept of Obstetrics and Gynecology. and. Reproductive,
Pediatric and Infectious Science, Yamaguchi University School of Medicine, -
1-1-1 Minami Kogushi, Ube, Yamaguchi 755-8505 Japan

SUMMARY

For successful pregnancy, progesterone production by the corpus luteum and decidualization of the
endometrium are necessary. In contrast, regression of the corpus luteum and endometrial shedding
should be induced promptly for the next conception when pregnancy does not occur. Superoxide
radical and its scavenger, superoxide dismutase (SOD), play important roles in the regulation of
cellular function. The present review focuses on the roles of superoxide radicals and SOD in the

regulation of corpus luteum function and endometrial function.
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