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SUMMARY

In order to explore how to provide death education according to age groups, we examined the differences
in the awareness of death between the adolescent and the middle age groups.

A questionnaire survey was conducted using the Death Concern Scale. The subjects were students
(n=627) aged between 19 and 29 (i.e. the adolescent group), company workers (n=149) and visiting nurses
(n=94) aged between 30 and 64 (i.e. the middle age group).

First, the question items were analyzed by content analysis and confirmed by factor analysis. Two factors
were extracted from the Death Concern Scale: "thinking about death” and "anxiety and fear of death".

Secondly, the data from both age groups were analyzed and compared by using the Mean Structure
Model. The factor "thinking about death” had a greater value for the adolescent group than for the middle
age group. There was no significant difference between the two groups in terms of the factor "anxiety and
fear of death".

These results imply that death education carries more importance for the adolescent group than for the
middle age group.
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