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A Study on the Awareness of Death of the Senescent :
A Comparison with the Middle Age and the Adolescent
by Using the Covariance Structure Model

Aiko TANAKA

Department of Public Health. and. Human Environment and Preventive Medicine,
Yamaguchi University School of Medicine,1-1-1 Minami Kogushi, Ube,
Yamaguchi 755-8505, Japan.

SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to examine the characteristics of death awareness of the senescent,
comparing them with those of the adolescent and the middle age groups and explore how to provide death
education. A questionnaire survey was undertaken using the Death Concern Scale with the senescent (n =
245, age 65 or over), the adolescent (n = 627, age between 19 and 29) and the middle age groups (n = 243,
age between 30 and 64). The factor analysis yielded five factors, where the score of "thinking about death”
and "anxiety and fear of death" were both higher for the senescent females than for the senescent males.
There were also significant differences among the three groups in the score on "thinking about death" as
well as between the adolescent and senescent groups in the score of "anxiety and fear of death". Based on
the five factors, the Covariance Structure Model was prepared for each group. We found that there were
significant differences in the relationships between factors in each model. The results of this study

suggested some review and adjustment of death education for the senescent.
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