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Preoperatively Diagnosed Bezoar-Induced Intestinal Obstruction
in a Gastrectomized Patient |

Kazuhito OKA, Atsushi SEYAMA, Hiroshi KURAZUMI, Yoshihiro TAKEMOTO,
Takaaki TSUSHIMI, Toshihiro INOKUCHI and Tomoaki MORITA

Department of Surgery, Shutoh General Hospital,
1000-1 Kogaisaku, Yanai, Yamaguchi, 742-0032 Japan

SUMMARY

A 191-year-old man who had undergone distal gastrectomy for a gastric ulcer 30 years earlier was
admitted to our hospital because of constipation. We diagnosed the intestinal obstruction
preoperatively as a bezoar by means of upper gastrointestinal X-ray examination, computed
tomography, and ultrasonography. Laparotomy revealed that the foreign body was impacted at the
jejunum about 70cm from the gastrojejunostomy, and it was extracted by enterotomy. The bezoar
measured 5.5%3.9 cm and consisted of 98% tannin. Early diagnosis and early surgery are

recommended in cases of intestinal obstruction to avoid the risk of intestinal perforation.
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