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A Case of Thoracoscopic Surgery in Combination
| with Small Thoracotomy for
Spontaneous Hemopneumothorax with Hemorrhagic Shock
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SUMMARY

An 18-year-old man was admitted to our hospital with chest pain and dyspnea. Radiographic findings
revealed the incomplete collapse of the right lung and pleural effusion. A 12Fr. chest tube was inserted,
and bloody pleural fluid and air were drained. The dyspnea worsened and a larger chest tube (20Fr.)
was re-inserted. The drainage from the thoracic cavity was in sufficient, and computed tomography
film showed a massive amount of effusion. As the patient developed anemia and went into
hemorrhagic shock, an emergency small thoracotomy was performed. The volume of intrapleural
massive blood clots and fresh bleeding was 1800ml at the time of thoracotomy. With the insertion of a
thoracoscope, a bleeding site at the branch of the intercostal artery on the injured parietal pleura near
the top of the thoracic cavity and a bulla on the upper lobe were noted. The bleeding points were
coagulated using electrocautery, and the bulla was cut using an Endo-GIA. The postoperative course
was uneventful. We think that thoracoscopic surgery in combination with small thoracotomy is very

useful for the treatment of spontaneous hemopneumothorax with hemorrhagic shock.
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