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SUMMARY
. . ! o
» Retrospectlve analy51s was performed to determine the 1nc1dence and risk factors for sudden death
. _after surgery for congenltal heart dlsease (CHD). The records of 7,444 procedures, 1nclud1ng 1,660
pall1at1ve surgery and 5,784 radical surgery procedures in 5,806 patients with CHD admItted in
- National Cardlovascular Center from 1977 to 2001, were examined. Forty two pat1ents d1ed suddenly
‘after pall1at1ve surgery. Th1rty -nine of these (92.9%) died within three years of palliative surgery and
35 pat1ents (83. 3%) were less than 5 years of age. The main cause of sudden death after palliative =~ v
surgery was hypox1a Thlrty five patients (83.3%) had prev1ous systemic-to-pulmonary shuntl_‘.
- operations. Fifty- elght patlents died suddenly after radical surgery. Age at sudden death varied from .
two months to the 20’s. Sudden death after radical surgery occurred in 3 patients (5.1%) with
myocardial infarction, 14 (24.1%) with arrhythmia, 4 (6.9%) with heart fa1lure and 15 (25.9%) with
pulmonary hypertension. While all patlents Compllcated with myocardlal mfarct1on or arrhythm1a died
,suddenly within 5 years- of radical surgery, some patients with heart failure and pulmonary
. hypertension d1ed suddenly more than 5 years after radical surgery. 'Sudden deaths occurred with high
frequency after atrlal switch operations or- the Fontan operation. The r1sk factors for sudden death.
after surgery of CHD patients were as follows: hypoxia after pall1at1ve surgery, previous system1c -to-
‘ pulmonary shunt operat1ons atrial sw1tch operat1ons and the Fontan operatlon :
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