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Mental models and metaphors neccesary to
help the beginners to learn computer technology

Toshiaki Tanabe
(Received November 6, 2001)

This study advocated three principal mental model or metaphorical percep-
tions to assist beginners to learn computer technology.

There are (a) sensation that digital information is flowing through the
computer, (b)the sensation that in order to operate the computer we have to
adapt it to our personal requirements, and (c)the sensation that the computer
enable us to write.

First, the ultimate function of the computer is to convert digital information
into finished products; and the text file is the smoothest means of moving
between different types of computer.

Secondly, the computer cannot be used unless it has been adapted to our
requirements. Thirdly we derive many advantages from sitting in front of a
computer, e.g. the sense of superior power over a machine, and the sense of
being the originator of information.

Acquiring such perceptions is considered essential for the beginner when he
1s accustomed to a computer.
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