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A Case of Subglottic Cancer Misdiagnosed as Bronchial Asthma
Koichiro KANAYA, Tomomi KAMATA, Yuji IMATE?, Yoshihiko OKINAKA?V

Department of Otolaryngology, Nagato General Hospital,
Nagato, Yamaguchi 759-4194, Japan
1) Dept of Otolaryngology. and. Specific Organ Medicine, Yamaguchi University School of Medicine,
1-1-1 Minamikogushi, Ube, Yamaguchi 755-8505, Japan

SUMMARY

This case of subglottic cancer was originally diagnosed as bronchial asthma. A 67-year-old man was
brought to a hospital because of extreme difficulty of breathing. He was examined by an internist and
diagnosed as bronchial asthma. He was treated for asthma in the hospital for 10 days. Two months
later he was referred to our hospital because of recurring symptoms. A fiberscopy and CT scan
revealed a large tumor in the subglottic area. The tumor biopsy revealed squamous cell carcinoma.
After an emergency tracheotomy, he underwent a total laryngectomy including total thyroidectomy
and resections of the paratracheal and paraesophageal lymph nodes.

According to statistics, the occurrence of laryngeal cancer is around 1 % of all cancers. Over 90 % of
laryngeal cancers, however, occur in the supraglottic or glottic area, and subglottic cancers are rare.
In addition, the clinical features of subglottic cancer, which often starts as stridor or dyspnea without
hoarseness, are quite different from other laryngeal cancers. Emergency physicians must exclude
subglottic cancers when the obstruction of the upper repiratory tract is suspected.
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