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SMETE EIC K B BEEERE O 28 RIBITERK E LI
LiZAsnzh, BEDLEZAZ0ERITED TH
HTHO, LS NBBRENLNONEIRTH S
LARl & 0 BETERE RIB DB B2 1B 9 5 A a0t
AWTONTELAS, BEFERFIIBEENIZL
<, ~HEHZ2Z 72 L HRBEIIIZE A ERATEE
EINTVWS. &ill, BEHKERBETINICBNT,
B0, B, R, BREeE MR ee, B
=B REHEE MR 072 & O MR R W 2 B EN
AL, BEFBERNBEINTNED, ZM
BRbEINTNS.

IEERERFPHY A M1 > OMENEDITD
N, TNSDOF, KEITHT HIERANRA ITHH X
NDODH5. M THb-FGF 1T, EHRIGHICEWEA
TO—DELTHRAZEHZBUN TS, bh-FGF
&, FGF family ® A > /)N—D—DT, /XU 2 #
MEZETH2EATHY, aRMBICKHL, T0
e - HHEEHIEL T\, BRI XL TIRBER
RAPMIERE, AGHEEREICEELTWSESN
THD, TOERAIERZIFIIRATNS?D, ZOHR
T3, BFME-SIKEMRICH L THIZIEREKIC,
Z DL - HIEZHIFE L THB D50, in vivo IZBW
THHE - KEERZRETSZEMWMEINTNS

20-22,32.33)

ERR104E12H 25 H 32 18

AWFETIE, BIEEKRE RIBOEEICHY 5b-FGF
DIRENRIIDOVWTRFNTDHZEZENELT,
S FEEHREREBTETIINEZHAWTEREZTH /-,

- W

1) 35— 27 )OI

A= 25)IVE, BE S DHENTHEL TER
L7=. b-FGF (BMf#43%) %Ham F-12 (GIBCO) 2 f&
BEAEK (pH 7.4) I[HEML, 05% 1 BIfgtEa 5 —
7 vEWR (KORIN) & O0CIZTHHR#ER L - 1 TR
MU, 1ml EHE (BB O 5mm) AN, A
CFaAN—FIZTTIICTISHFEMAL, bS8
2) BRBEBREBETIVOER

HABBRRE L8 ; ABEERSHTEIDEBA, k&
B, AR, FIRFFEIHERES 23 kg) D63EE AW,
BEREIRNS 3R> T —)b* (5% X2 FNIVES
— VISR 0.5 ml/kg (25 mg/kg) ZEH LT
FRErZ T, RBEETROBIEEZITO R, 1Y
(AARIE) ICTHHEEL . BB 2
WNRNZEYZmA, BERONRD S KB % &
L. KRBEEMOKRZREHHEIC, ¢ S5mm, HS
3SmmDEKRELERIBE FUJILTIERL %, b-
FGF 835 —% %)V (b-FGF0, 10, 50, 100,
250, 500, 1000 ng/a T —4 27601 : THE
a2 ho—)VEE, 10 ngBf, 50 nght, 100 nghf,
250 ng#¥, 500 ngh¥, 1000 ngBt &9 %) 1T TKRIEHE
ZFREL, AlZPAELE. —HiZfloxEE Lz



14 IAEY %48% %15 (1999)

F1. BEKEOI L —F4 20« A7r—)VIC X BHBEM
BAE- S

(HISTOLOGICAL GRADING SCALE FOR THE DEFECTS OF CARTILAGE)

g2, JL—F4 0¥« A=) L BBEEKE O

Category Points
Cell morphology

Wk @AM CELL MATRIX SURFACE  THICKNESS  INTEG. OF an
;) MORPHOLO  STAINING ~ REGULAR OF DONOR
GY CARTILAGE WITHHOST.

B 4 3 3.33 3.00 2.67 2.00 2.00 13.00
arbo-—)e 4 4 3.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 1.50 10.50
10 ngi¥ 4 3 2.67 2.00 2.00 2.00 1.67 10.34
50 ngi¥ 4 4 1.50 1.50 1.50 0.50 0.50 5.50"
100 ngl# 4 5 1.20 0.60 0.80 0.20 0.60 3.40*
250 ng#¥ 4 4 2.50 2.00 2.00 1.00 1.50 9.00
500 ng##¥ 4 4 1.75 1.50 1.50 0.75 1.25 6.75
1000 ng##¥ 4 4 1.75 1.50 1.50 0.50 1.00 6.25
arra-ik 12 4 1.00 1.00 1.25 0.75 1.50 5.50
100 ng¥¥ 12 9 0.67 0.11 1.00 0.33 1.33 3.44%
arrao-L¥ 24 S 1.20 0.40 0.80 1.00 1.80 5.20
100 ng#¥ 24 6 0.67 0.17 0.83 0.50 117 3.33
arra—-i# S0 4 1.00 0.50 1.25 1.00 1.75 5.50
100 ng## 50 4 0.75 0.25 1.00 0.75 1.25 4.00

Hyaline cartilage 0
Mostly hyaline cartilage 1
Mostly fibrocartilage 2
Mostly non-cartilage 3
Non-cartilage only 4
Matrix-staining (metachromasia)
Normal (compared with host adjacent cartilage) 0
Slightly reduced 1
Markedly reduced 2
No metachromatic stain 3
Surface regularity*
Smooth (>3/4) 0
Moderate (>1/2-3/4) 1
Irregular (1/4-1/2) 2
Severely irregular (<1/4) 3
Thickness of cartilage**
>2/3 0
1/3-2/3 1
<1/3 2
Integration of donor with host adjacent cartilage
Both edges integrated 0
One edge integrated 1
Neither edge integrated 2
Total maximum 14

*RERRRBOBEERRRICENT, REANRLA—XZRKORE.
ERKBLLLEAL, BEKROTHNEES.

(BE#). MRy —CRNICTERICEHSE
.

Mg 4 BTERL, BEKREOREHM, KR, EE
BEEDBERL EITDNWTHIRMEHEZ1T- 7=
%, RRREFROMBEMESmEZ —3E L Tt L.
32 hO—)VBEKRTN100 ngEld, & 5ICHitk12:,
248, 50 TRER L, FIFRICHIRAFEZ1T 5 1%,
KRB BRI OMEBSEZ —8 & LTt L.

BB, TOERE, WWOKRFHMEREZEERDOE
BEazd, NIORZFEEREYERIES ), (B
DRMRORE BT D kM) (RERE1058) KU
[RERENY) D 8 R OMRE BT %) (RS
RE6H) OBANCE DWW TIThbh:.

3) ARG

L2 EARIZ10% RV~ VIRICTEZE L &
%, 1 %8EERICTHIKL, /XT 71 Ay Z&E
U7, BAZHERE, ML 2T —RE%E
T, MBFICBR L. i, BEREDOS L
=T AT AT =)V & B MKW
(Histological Grading Scale for the Defects of
Cartilage ; Modified from the scale described by
Pineda) "% M \\T, BEKE Z ¥ € BT
L7z (®1).

*: p<0.025 vs. control

4) GBI FRIRG

FEREITZABCF v b (Vectastain) %\,
7O ha-)VIZEVWDABRIZ T oz, X5 T4
AU RRATA RYIFER/NNS L%, 03
%H202 X% ) —)VEWKIZ308B L, FRIEEIMmE
EEFL7OyvF > L RPOMEERNE-S
=t a7 0K (ELEMHTE BE
WTI0RFICH/IN) 230 RIGS Bz, EERTHE
Bl 7%, BFREATF AL KPR, ABCHKE,
N FF I -—CHREBREENETNRID S B .
ERICDABREBKRICTREL, hY ¥y —REd
fiblsnolz

= S

1) 4BEFIZBITBb-FGFOZNE
A WIREFHE (K1)

MEBTIE, REFIIHREONFHRMAMTHRES
NTNWBDAT, REMBOBEIETIZ<EBD SR
Mo, a2 hO—)VEETIE, RPHEARTHERIZ
2<, EFICHRERRRICTEDNTWE. 10
ng®¥, 50 ngBfld, I hO—IVBITHARD PP
HERONEZEL TVWEHOD, KERBHOK
RIFZ UL, PSR EERETHY, REABAR
BT, EEREOERBHAWTH .

100 ng# Tlid, MEXREMIIBRTHIRYD D H
THT, READBROEETHo=. £k, EFEEE
DEFRBAHBETH D, AWIRMICERD RIFREHEM
BmOBEEZRD.

250 ng#¥, 500 ngBf DEEEKE X100 ngBEIT LA,
PAEHARIC L D REINDEENAEL< 2> TH
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D, REDBAETHD, EFHMEOERHHSMNT,
BEKEFIEIAR EBRDEMNA SN/, 1000 ngh
TRESIBERBTIEIARERD, EBEREICH
HiKEZ RS, WROMAER EEESRROMAEZ R
LTW.
B. #fEFrmEt (2, M3)
RERIREABOBERI2<ADSNT, RiE
HTZEE A ERBEHEBTRBESNTNDEIDATH
ofz. A2 hO—)LETIE, KERIEBIIEERIC
PHEMEARIC TEDNTH D, M E D RS
BRTHO M, BEICRIVA P 2T —ICTRE
SNHHENRDONZ. EEFHEDOERD edge
DOFBENBN BN OO, EEMAKIERTEH
BISEREHRL T2 ONBEI N
b-FGFHMEEETIZ, L1 P> TIh—ICkBRA
T RIFEIRD, BERFOES BB IMEHAICH>
7z, FRIZ100 ngBE T, mOBDRIFSMAEZELTH
D, METFTHBICEDETHA DT —IIRES
NHMEFHEEOBENALGN, RKADFEETHD,
EHRE EOERBERMICBITL TV, Ll
BNS, ESEEHBENTRIDLARGHNMETL
THED, RERMOEHEPLZOEIIZBNTHA
REBBHERMTH 7.
BILKICHBITHBRICBNTSH, 100 ngBETII,
FRENSRBIINTIT, ML TII—ITBRT
HifastEE &, TOBEREHICZROMIBER
Bz, Wil3ZDENIAEHFI T THTRE
RTHO, XKENSHBBIINT T, cartilage
lacuna ZBR L TWiz. F/z, ERBOKEEED
HERRNTHITL T,
C. Histological Grading Scale {2 &k % #¥Affi (% 2)
EEKRT OMB LRI RO E & &M,
Histological Grading Scale {2 & V{75 7z. 100 ng#tiC
BWT, HMAEDmorphology®®, EEIKE DY,
surface regularity, thickness of cartilage DfEN2AD
FTERBES, AEtEDTEE T ERBEWES
i&o7z. MEEHFRNICH, BEHRICBWT, 2> bho
—)VEEIZ X LU T50 nghf & 100 ngBEN A B I W E
(p<0.025, Mann-Whitney ® URREIZL D) ZRL T
Wz,

2) EMEFIICBIT Bb-FGEOR)H
IR B R QAR AT L L 0, BB MIIZ100 ng

HARDHEEENRIFRETHD, ZOKEREE
BEICBF BbFCFOEHMAEL100 ngTH B & ¥
Wil7-. 22T, 3> hO—)LEERUI0 gl E
HMET NV EERL, FERORFZITo 7.

A, WIREFHE (K4)

100 nghtid, 12 TIT4BITER, BEREDOH
EERDDHOD, BEKERTOBRENEDL,
EEKEOXRELEMLE, JVEFRKEITIW
Bl RdEAICH o 2. 24BITHBNTH BRIFRER
BREDHERF S TV, 508 TIHMEERKE DR
PLHERANCPLETLTHY, EFELTDHEEN
AHA5NJ. a2 bO—)LEH100 ngBHITIHENRD &2
#%if %l U TEEKEORENARTH D, 248LL
B THEERETOFLHICHMAHZ2DDHA LN
o, LULIRWS, WmEEORTROEITRERAYIT/NE
{BBMEMTH- 7.

B. ##kERRES (K5, K6)

100 ngBf TIX12E T, &KETHOBEBICEEL
REAHAOFICLD2EBMNA SN, FEI tide
mark OB ZRDR. BEEKEI ML DT
—ICKBREMNED RIF THTREORZK> TW
7. 24BTIY, BEKEDOREACKEELENOKE
MK EEELSELULTHY, HRBEFKEI
EWBRERL TWE. 50812725 &, e IEERK
BOREABEML, REEDELTIHEAICH o .
7z, 12EBTERTITNSWERBHEET 50N
AN, L, #ETERsNhok. a2 b
O—)LEIBNTHZOEMIIFEKRTH D, mEFED
ZITPRNS L BBEEMTH - .

C. Histological Grading Scale {2 & % #¥fi (% 2)

Grading Scale ® A 37 T, 100 ng#R X2 b
O—)VEEDBIT, 24BTRORIFRATT ZRL,
50 TRRE ML TR, 2#%iE %8 U T100 nghf
OFMA L FO—)VBEICLRBIFTH o 72, #iat#
BICH, 128IZHBNWT, 100 nghtlda > bo—)L#f
2 L TAREIZIEWE (p<0.025, Mann-Whitney D
UREICL D) ZRL T,

D. Sty (K7)

100 nght - M50 TAH S NEHEIL, Hil
RMas—47 Hifkick 2 RFREEEEZRL TS
D, EELEKEDEREOMTFIREIGEIWERZR
DI ENHEREI N,
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1. WA - iz 40

A:a>bo—)UBE, B :10ngH, C :50ngft, D :100ng
e, E :250nghf, F :500nght, G :1000nght, H : &t
BB IAR O OWERARRO AT, 3> ho—)LEHI I
BAEPEAERR IC TEDN TV S, 10 nglt, 50 ngBflIEIRZ L
<, PLEREHEAHEIERS T H O IEH B E OBRHHBTH S,
100 ngBHYEIR S D KM DT, (ERE & DEER &AM
TH%. 250 nghf, 500 ngBHIHMEIEMARIC L D RIS NS E
BINKESEHHRET, 1000nglHtTIIISICARTH .

2. MEEARATR - iR 48 (M1 2> T —%(m)

A arbo—)UEE, B :10ngh, C :50nght, D :100ng
#, E :250ngh, F :500ng#, G : 1000 nghf, H : it
B RENIER EERE OB, N—13 1 mmE &R

BERES KT > b O — VBRI HRHE ML TEiD
NTHD, EFEMBEEEMBOETIIHB THS. 100 nght

TIEMVA D2 TN —ICRASNL2REEEOBENS SN,
EHEE & OB R BEBITEITL TV 5.

R 3. HE AR 100 nglE - itk 48 (RLr 2> T
—4efa)

KEIE O EANZEREE T, AU EERYE. EEKRETC, b
WA D2 TIV—IZBRT D E &, Az HRTWS
HFECERMIE 2R 5. £z, SR O#E LY & #EH
WBITLTWS, IN—I3100 umZFHR.

R4, WIRFTA - BRGEG A a2 ho—)LEE - itk 1
28, B: a2 bo—) Ll - iR, C:a>kho—)
T - #2500, D : 100 ng#f - #8212, E : 100 ng®f - %
243, F : 100 nght - #5050

120 T3, 100 ngBfIERIE QLR LE, KOIER
I WA ZRL THB 0, 24 TH BAF 2 EERE A
FrEanTna. 50l TIHMEERE OHRPHEGHRNCPE T
LTHD, HFELTBHmAASNS. T> hO—IL#HT
100 ngBEIZHEN PP AR TH 5.



7% ki1 - Basic Fibroblast Growth Factor(b-FGF)IZ & 2 B i S EE 12 k3 5 50 5 17

C

R 5. AR AFT R - RIRGEG (RL1 2> T —Yem)

A a2 bO—) V- g2, B a2 ho—)LEE - itk
24, C @ 3> ho—)L#f - #2508, D 1 100 ng#f - it
121, E : 100 ng#t - frf%24i, I : 100 nglf - #hipe5008. &
FNSIEEH S &GS OB Z2 R L TH0, N—{Z]l mm

ZZFR. 100 ngfE TR T, HRE R OMMTER Lk
BEEOTICLDEMNB 5N, 4TI, &dEHIKEIC
HW§ZERLTWS. 5012725 &, 100 ngft TldfR & 12f&
BEREDIEABEDL, REEELPE(LTNS., a2k
O—)VEETIE, 100 ng#fIZERS > TNADA, #File & iz

MDA TR RNT <R AHAITH 5.

6. fikr0E
._‘Uuﬁ>

KENE D HGRIER ST, LA EERE
FHREHKRTH O, %Hiﬁwwﬁt'gf)lww//wb—z K<

100 ngh¥ - #2501 (RL1 2> 7 )b
. HlE O R RE VLA

SN, FEHEIZIE  tide mark HERH SN D, BERETIZIL, HhE
BEBHERDD. N—1F100 pmZEEIR.

7. SOEAAALERIT R 100 nghE - MiR5008 A 95k
K, RENEIEH B & AT OB, N—131 mm 220K
B RILK, N—13250 pmZ IR, 100 nghE TH S Nk
HER, HIIMa S5 —5 D HUKIC TRIFARENEEIRL TH
5.

Z =

BT EERXIEOBERTFICEL TBAATH
0, #EDOEEICE UiliE LT < 2Bk,
PRI ok, I Bk, SRR ok s &

E%DEHJ\&BV), M— LIZRENESN TR, &K

BAER S RIBETIVITR L, SREED, i,
iﬁ’?ﬁ@(”fﬁ[ﬂﬁ 19 R B E s £ OIS
FH#% Z W72 5 EPb-FGF®», BMP*, HGF™,
TGF-p®a EDMERT Z2 MW HENHA 5N,
RIFISHERDRESNTNDA, XEMELADEKS
NTn3. TO—D&ELT, RERTOHESGEND
D, INXTOWED D HIFEAEIIBEERTEFRIC
THREZINTHO, REBEIZHIT 2 A %72 8B

ETOMEN - SRR EE WD ATHENH 5.
T ZTHRERTRRRIZBWTHNERT 5729
I3, RER T EHLBREOBRMEEZRS, RTIC
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—EHBRFFTES LS iR Gr )7 —) Db
BTH5D. 5THEITIE, FESHIEENRL,
ARBRMETHY, MBROEEEZRET S &<
RBEIRVD BT ENERSIND. INS5DEMf%E
i 7= 9§ 4k & L T . bone morphogenetic
protein(BMP) QAL L THEAEINTWHI T
SIRBHD, TOHKEL TOAMEICTOVWTHES
NTW5. BEERERIBETIVOBEFERIIHL T
%, Sellers 51%, BMPO#HKE L TaAT—F > X
RDEMA LY, Wakitani 51, ML OHEK
ELTAT—T IV R U RIFIRRRAE & i L
THOww, REEEOHBICBNTHIT T 2N
BIFREEERDS B EEEHLTNS. IT7—
TFrOXI MR T Ry s A, MREERRT
57 DEMI el & U TOERE T TR,
MR D EECHEE DD DRI, NS bzl
HIHEEE L TOERANREERINTHOH,
aAT—7 20, REEBEICBWT, Kobizfiao
A, HIECHREMO MDD DIE & U TH
RELTWD Z ENMERIE NS,

X7z, MiRA< N w7 A3k & Ik ERT S B
HEZFE> TH D, ERFOFRESLTO
BE S TNB T EMERIN TS, SEIEH
U7b-FGFEMfast~< b v 7 Z0EEICET 2
HwEDBASNN O35 —4 2 Hb-FGF%& —E MR
FFo 200D BEERDDIDEEZS. UEOFEE
K0, BEERE RBETIVICHT Hb-FGFO K &
LTaAs—r 2 IBRETHhDEEZASN, AMET
W, S OITHEN, EtEEBEL, FIMEE L
a9 5)EER Lk,

b-FGFIE, 1 b x> &L THIRE, MEEIIR
EHROMIODNAGKREZREL, TS5 DM
DilfEESIER T ERENHSNTED, Al
BB ICB VTR ECTINTER T2 Z &2 5
NTWB»5, b-FGF X, B 18 M <5 25 e
DI ZAEET 20, MEFL L AH 35 &0
SWMENZ e, ARFOFHRICHT ST FR
U 7 IR EITE H RO LAG TR T & 5 & i
B ZRET D LICLBbDEEZ SN
TW3. AR THWZBEEKERIBET ) OEE
BWRETYHNICA SN DML, EICEREX VBEEL
TL2BHMEMEE Wb TWEN, ZOET
WIZB T Hb-FCFOMBEEIIHT DR b I

3, EHEEMEOREEARET S LICEDHD
iRl NS, X513, EREFEEME, £t
ez fit, AL TH D, FEDOKM
iR CHEEICET 2 WO BBOYEEZ,
EMRAMEL b DEEZ S,

AEBTIE, HiE4EOSET, BEEEEND
5L IN5b-FCFOEMEBEIZI00 ng/AT7—7 >4
V601 (100 nghf) THHEZEZ LN, KBE
D72/ T100 ngBENAIRAYIC B HAAFHIT D ERED
RIFRKEOBEEZRL TWED, RBEICESE
AR E72D, 500 nght, 1000 ngBf TIE, KIESIEE
DAL, BIERHKT R 2GRS, b-FGFOIEM
D—DIRIEZEFIER ZTIEMANH O, WERICEH
HELTWaEWHHEDSASNS. FEASNTZ
BIET AR L, SBEOLFGFERLIT—F >
FINEBHETSZEICED, BIEIFENICHLE L 72b-
FGFMBIICIERA L, WERZSIEEILZdDL
RSN, BROICKEFOEEZRELLZDESE
AB.

b-FGFZEMMET 2 Z LICLDERE LIZREIL, BE
HLIZHEOGEEHSDT LI P> TN —IC
TRIFBREEEEL, TOMBORENS HIET
MEEELNEZHDTHo. TNETOREEIFK
HEBRBETINOBEERIIBWTS, EHMIC
WSR2 FIREDBENRASNDSHOO, EHI
CIREMEDNEIT T D ENIHRENS D, F e,
INSOEMREBRIONWTEHRELEERDS BT &
AER, itB4BEETTHD, S0BFETHRLZD
DIEA SNz, S EIOFER T, MERs50EIZHB N
T, RO IMTIRHD, HIEIS—5
SHRICE B RIFRREMERLTED, HTRE
DHAIRZHEFF L TWB T EMHER I N, UL,
BEBROYIMIC, b-FGFIZL D, BHKRUEMIC
BiFBEHRENERI N, EORBZIIBNTD
HHEEZDIRENERTFL TW D EEZEAD. L
MUARNS, EARBICKDEEKREDOEEND S
FREEITTDIEIEIHEETERWN. ZOHBELT,
PN R S N TEEIE, < R w7 ZADOREK
REDENREITKD, FFRVREDE B O EF K
BERRDIENEZ SN, KEIHFHARN
mbH 0, BEFRENMHBEL TS B LI N TV S
¥/, FRUTHRET 2EE LT, FEBEHOIERERS
EDBEINH TSNS, Shapiro HI1E, FHDIER
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REOUBREBEWUE TS EICED, HEHEER
LBRDERE EDBENALND EHEL TNBHNY,
BB ERIIIEEEND NI E XD, O
13, REETHEITEZENTERNETEEANEL
w0 SBOMETHS.
INETOMEHBRE 2B REBET IV OBERER
DIEMTIE, WEMBBHEN RS RIFREENE S
NTWS., LALERS, SREMEORICEE,
FEBEOZOOBEFMOLEEE NS BEND
D, RERTFOATRIFRERENESONE, EE
KCAHHATERKICHIZODIEWAHIETHDEEZS. &
D7=BITIE, TEZLETEERKEZERKEITED
F5ZEICE-T, BHEH S ZENRBEETDH
D, RERFOEE #Hagbt, HEOTRERE
KDOWTORFNBETH 5.

¥ & B

1) VHFHEEERELBREBETIVEAN, b
FGF « 5= U NVEERICL 2BEERETS
7=,

2) 4ETIVITT, b-FGF100 ngiZ& v, HHRKY
HAFHICD RIFREFRE OBENA SN,
3) S0 EETINICBNTS, RRELENASNSD
DD, B RIFIREERENHFE N T .

| 33

WERADICHA, HIEE, HKEZEBED -
SHMBRICER U ET. T, HiEE, #Hip
11 % AW - H iR R 72 S NI E D H 2 ITHE<
BHWZLET. b, FXHXOEFIIELEHA
BENARIFER - HBENES (199646, BES),
Ei6E HABR#MFES (19964, KBR) ITHBWTHR
=L
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SUMMARY

The articular cartilage has a limited capacity for complete repair. The purpose of the research is to
investigate the effect of basic fibroblast growth factor (b-FGF) on the healing of full-thickness osteochondral
defects in adult Japanese White rabbits. b-FGF was mixed with a collagen gel and implanted into the defects
created in the trochlear groove of femur. The repair tissue was examined grossly and histologically and
evaluated with the use of a grading scale at 4,12, 24, and 50 weeks. The defects also were examined
immunohistochemically for the presence of type-II collagen. At 4 weeks, treatment with 100 ng of b-FGF
greatly stimulated cartilage repair grossly and histologically in comparison with the untreated defects (those
filled with a plain collagen gel). The average total scores on the histological grading scale were significantly
better for the defects treated with b-FGF than for the untreated defects. Immunostaining showed the diffuse
presence of this cartilage-specific collagen. These improvements were evident as long as 50 weeks
postoperatively, although there was a little degenaration in the repair cartilage. The capacity of b-FGF to
accelerate the healing of full-thickness defects of articular cartilage emphasizes its promise as a practical and
important candidate for cartilage repair.



