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The Status Quo of Genetic Diagnosis
Yuji Hinopa

Division of Clinical Laboratory, University Hospital, Yamaguchi University School of Medicine,
1-1-1, Minami-Kogushi, Ube, Yamaguchi 755-8505, Japan

SUMMARY

Genetic diagnosis of infectious and hereditary diseases has recently been applied steadily to clinical
laboratory test, but that of sporadic cancer, which was expected to give a big breakthrough for its early and
exact detection, has been realized in only a limited number of diseases. Although genetic diagnosis is also
expected to be of great help for early diagnosis and prevention of common polygenic disorders, it remains at
the level of basic research. A new diagnostic method using DNA chip is now being exploited to realize a
clinical application of genetic diagnosis of cancer. Accumulation of the information on DNA polymorphism
and its effect on the gene function will be required to develop a new strategy for diagnosis of polygenetic
disorders. In addition, it should be stressed that ethical consideration is essential to the progress of such
genetic analyses.
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