“Invented traditions” viewed positively?:

focusing on “Enka” and “Film noir”

Ryu MURAKAMI

In this paper, I aim to reconsider so-called “invented traditions” from a positive
viewpoint, focusing on “Enka,” which is generally regarded as a genre of the Japanese
popular music, and “Film noir,” which is generally regarded as a genre of the American
cinema.

In recent years, research on the “invention of tradition” in certain art forms, such as
music, painting and cinema, have been active and extensive. And in these discussions,
it is often the case that “invented traditions” are accused of using deception. However,
as long as they do survive, or continue to exist after invention, invented cultural institu-

tions must play certain positive roles. I would like to discuss these points.
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