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SUMMARY

This study examined the characteristics of
dilemmas experienced by nurses across different
phases of cancer treatment in patients with
underage children. Semi-structured interviews
were conducted with fifteen nurses aged 27-58,
who had experience caring for mothers with
cancer raising minor children. This study explored
the dilemmas that the nurses faced, including

reflections such as “I wish I had done things
differently.” Quantitative text analysis was
performed using KH Coder. Co-occurrence
network analysis was used to identify the features
of dilemmas in each treatment phase. In the
treatment phase, six categories were identified,
including “struggling to provide understandable
explanations to mothers, children, and families.”
Four categories were identified in the recurrence/
progression phase, including “ difficulty in
providing necessary palliative care due to
mothers’ misunderstanding of palliative care.” In
the terminal phase, five categories were
ascertained, including “conflict between respecting
the mother’s wish not to disclose the prognosis to
her child and the nurse’s own ethical stance.” The
findings suggest that the nurses’ dilemmas are
shaped by their individual nursing philosophies
and ethical values. These dilemmas often stem
from the internal struggle over how they should
maintain professional integrity while supporting

both the patient and her family.



