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Abstract

Customary practices, as norms of non-statutory law,
play an important role in influencing the development
of statutory law. In Jinxiu Yao Autonomous County,
Zhuang Autonomous Region, Guangxi Province,
China, where has many norms of the customary law
of the tribal counties have been inherited by modern
society. This paper comprehensively explores the
current state of customary law in the past 30 years
since 1949, especially since the reform and open-
door policy in 1978, using case studies as the main
research subject through fieldwork methods such as
participatory observation. In Jinxiu Yao Autonomous
County, customary law such as property rights, loans,
exchanges, marriages, property division, mutual aid,
community activities, funeral services, and dispute
settlement is comprehensively inherited. The people
will widely promote customary law through the village
rules and covenants, and advance the active functions
of the village elder system, the customary law of “public
deliberation” and “ritual activities”. The state authority,
judiciary, administration and other public organs of
the Jinxiu Yao Autonomous County shall respect the
customary customs and their importance in various
ways in accordance with the law, and the customs
laws of the Jinxiu Yao stone tiles are protected as an
intangible cultural heritage. This paper explores the
objective existence of customary law and evaluates
that in the construction of the modern legal system,
customary law should be treated appropriately,
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its reasonable norms and good content should be
accepted, and the governance system in modern China
should have a solid foundation.

Keywords: customary law, property rights, village rules
and convenants, property division, community activities
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