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Influence of others' facial expressions and relationships on impression
evaluations of diagrams (1) : Familiarity and mere exposure effect.
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The first aim of this study was to examine how the pairing of a face image

next to a meaningless diagram with no meaning affects the rating of the

meaningless diagram. The second aim was to examine how the facial expression

and familiarity of the person in the face image affects the rating value. The

participants rated their impressions of the meaningless diagrams presented on

the display. During impression ratings of diagrams, the participants' familiarity

was manipulated by setting up a condition in which the meaningless diagrams

were rated alone and a condition in which they were paired with one or two facial

pictures. The results showed a main effect of smiling and main effect of high

familiarity group. There was no interaction between the two factors. One of the

possible reasons for this could be that there were individual differences in the

impressions of known faces towards the experimental participants.
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