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Combination Assay of Methylated HOXA1 with Tumor
Markers Shows High Sensitivity for Detection of Early-

Stage Hepatocellular Carcinoma
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FFds 7 A L A BEFRIRAREE (7 4 L AME HCC) B IE. FFAEIEom Eic X v L
TWBN, FEUA N ABEATMAEE (FEV A L AMEHCC) BEILZHARTHEML TWV5D.
FET ANV AMHCC BEICKTT AL SN —_ A T VAV AT MNIFEEET, 7T
L7-BETRMEN D Z ENE. ZORBEICHLT 5120, KR AT o177,

Fik

516 ADZMME (EHFE 154 A, HCC D72y VEMEATZE B [CLD] 2% 93 A, HCC B 269
N) S MES TV EIRE LT, SINEIT. @FEE L CLD BEND 72 D % REE L HCC
BEIZS T 7. Frx Xk B combined restriction Y% /L PCR (CORD) 7 vt A (1
AT w7 CORD 7 vEA) ZRWTHEF DA F AL HOXAI (m—HOXAI) D 2 v —4%
S L7=. HCC OfEEE~— N —T& 5 Alpha—fetoprotein (AFP) 3 XN Des—gamma-
carboxy prothrombin (DCP) & bhEZ L T m—HOXAI DZWHEREZZEH L. & 51T HCC 2
Wr Pl 2T T D7 ODOFHRA T v 7 AEER LT,

(RS

M3E m=HOXAI L~ L%, % HCC AT — PREICB W CRIREE L LB L, BEICE N> 7=,
HCC B2 Wi 381F 2 REEE 1 69. 1%, B R EE 1T 78. 5% T o 7. m—HOXAI O dh# T i fE (AUC)
IZAFP L VENTEY DCP LREIZEThH-oT=. ZEBO VAT 4 v Z7EUIRBGITIZL Y,
m-HOXAI, DCP, AFP DJEIZ HCC B2Wrickt3 ML L7 HF G N LN/ -T2 (FilivE
L ORI CTHREE) . Fx XEFRET VICE S HCC O FRIET VA TH 5 ASDAm-HI A
5 w7 A (Age, Sex, DCP, AFP, and m-HOXAI) #{ERL7=. ZDOA LT v 7 AD
PZWIREEE X AUC T 0. 96, REEEIE 86. 2%, FFEEEIX 93.9% Th o7, BEEEIX Y A /LA
BLOIETA NV AEHCCIZR LCRIZETH - 7-. BHIHCCIZIRET 5 & ASDAm-HI A
YT w7 ADREEX 76.3% T o 7.

7 A

ASDAm-H1 A > F v 7 A%, A NVAEB L OFET A /L A HCC 2 BHARPE CH BT
HENT-MREEZ R LT ZDA T v 7 ATFETA VAN HCC br—_A T U AT AT
LELTOREEMEZHO TWVD.



2. FEDER

Rl (L REBEROE 6 L, SETROE 3L LHDDH. BEMN 0 HTANRREBEL, K
83 HFAMNZ O THILELTCWD Y. FFiam (HCC) 1R O 90%% 5 5.
BEHIHCC D 5 FAELFZHRIZ 709 ThHh D05, EITH] HCC D HH BB A FHIEITA 1~1.5 T
H5Y. BITHHCC BEDTHITFE LW, TREANETARED HIEITRYIRER
Thb.

Alpha—fetoprotein (AFP) I, HCC —~_A T L ALK EH SR TWE P, BART
I%. AFP. Des—gamma—carboxy prothrombin (DCP) . B X ONAFP-L3 @ 3 DD fEE ~ —
T =N HCC DR~ — A — L LCHBEINRTWDE Y. b 3 DB~ —h—
CHBREAMEHR L HCH—_ A T A2 F ALY, HADHCC BEITMmEIC
HARTRBICRBIEShAEmNH S Y. Lal, :0)47“—«\“4 T LAV AT AMEEIC
TANVAPEHCC (T A VAPEHCC) xR ELTWAHD Y, FETA L AMHCC (FEY
AV APEHCC) BE I LIE LIREITHICRZI S 5. %@twﬂw@rl R D7
W LW —_A S AV AT ANKLETHB.

NS OREERRT D101, Fx L, A FIALERET OB RRE E & L E T
T®H 5 combined restriction 3% /L PCR (CORD) 7 w4 ZBFEL Y. oK%
AF )AL SEPTI DV %> RAAL F 72— L LT HC O#HEIZSHLZ P, HC D% 9
~O@ﬁﬁﬂ4ﬁv~ﬁ~kbf\f%wmﬂm%mxm(mM%M)ﬁﬁé&w.ﬂw
ﬁ&%i TR =R, A, SRR IS FRE. ok, EEiE, EHEL L

ICEEREEZ R L 'V, HCC $B#ET HOXAI OE A FAALRBRESN TS Y. o
mmummm@ﬁﬁ@A4ﬁv H—ThdHEEDLNDN, CORDT vrA EFEHLZ
mHM%HD$ PEREICEE T 2 A 1L 720,

EN I \%%mwm7/t4@mﬁ%%%@%¢5twmﬁﬁﬂwm7yﬁ
4%%%Lk.:@&ﬁﬁwm7yﬁ4%ﬁ%uCHm@mwk@@mﬁMU®%
IRIVERZFE L7, S 612, Fhn, MR, EE~—»5— (DCP, AFP) | B X U m~HOXAI
MORDHIRA T v 7 A&ER L, HCC FRIOWES BIE L. = ORMMERE b FEE
L.

3. FiE

(1) x5 1

AR AFZE & LT 2016 4F 12 A /5 2022 Enrollmentof participants (n=523)

EF‘ 1 )EJ W j”( IJJ H kiﬁﬁ%\ T ]‘ | 5 subjects were excluded because of
JUIR B, BT ZE kSR R C 523 ADB N et having wmars it 08 (o=,
R LT, MOBEREEZEF SN, YNV T 7 154 healthy subjects

Vo ZRALTWSEBIZT, 7 ADSN 200 hapeloamlle i

BRI LT, iy o 7 v, 2mE N ] ]
:XL' aj_ 5 l/ N 7»7)72‘ 5 E}?k%@ FJIJ LII% é j’b Collecilonofserurr samples (n=516)

71::. %%E@L:\ 516 A@ibu%ﬁ) %[ﬁl‘ﬁ%"j‘ I MeasuremeniolfAFF'and DCP }

VIIOVINE SN B8 E 1T, EEE 154 || Modified coro assaylof methylated HOXA? |

j\ N HCC O) 7ch l/ VI%‘@H%%@% (CLD) ;'%'\% 93 Multivariate logistic regres;ion analysis

)\‘EJ:U{HCC ,'%\% 269 /\'f“g?)of: ( 1) forHCCIletectlon

(2) ji?ﬁ I Establishment of ASDAm-H1 index

-U_ :/ 7O}I/i/éﬁ k DNA THH Hj l‘[‘ R ilv . l IIT'J IIU!T -| ‘LII i i LI ‘I : 1 ‘VIIE \f(‘l :J\I P "I‘I"j:I.L‘”:”;.““':.:I‘I\:“’I:‘:;h'\'
[ﬁl{ﬁ_ﬁ‘/7/I/ j:DNA*HﬂHij«C 80 C’C‘,f% prothrombin: 1CC, hepa I\I inoma.

ﬁbt@m#/7w%%ﬁbbﬁ%@—%%mw%i@mwmﬂm WRER L. S



W2, ZIEY 70 1.0nl ZFHWT, A— B —OFRIZHEV Maxwell DNA LS
N (FarAH, ~F 4>, W, USA) TDNA ZHAH L7-. DNA X 60puL DIEH Ny 7
— 2B LT,

AFP ¥ X 0¥ DCP
MyE AFP 33 LT DCP L ~/LiZ, AIA-CL2400 4 B 8L F 3 emeHE A EilE > 27 L
(T RCHEY—, B, BA) Ed ATA-packCL AFP & v ;3 L OV ATA-packCL PIVKAII
Xy FEfERHLTHIELZ.

m—HOXA1 D 1 A7 > 7 CORD 7 v & A

TESRD CORD 7 v A Tlix, DNA %
A F AR PEFRIFREESE (Hhal 38 X
W Hpall) BXPR=F Y X 7 LT —
Y I (Exol) (9_XT Thermo Fisher
Scientific, /LW A, MA, USA)
T 16 FFfE 37° C THLE L., =04,
S HAZHID A F AR Z VEHIPREE R Rete
# T & %5 BstUI (New England
Biolabs, Hitchin, UK) T 16 B 60
CC CEMLET S 2 AT vy T DF
BZ#FER LT\ (K2a) 7. F
JIF % f Ak L. %ﬁ% ﬁm®ﬁ%
EIDICEMETAEDIC, TTO
F% 3% % [ EF(C Lf_ﬂﬁéaﬁzﬁﬂ‘” CORD
TokA, ThROHL1 AT Y7 CORDT w41 KL (l 2b) . RUSIREWRIL.
FH L7= DNA 10 pL. 25 mmol/L MgCL2 @ 1 pL. 10X AmpliTaq Gold Buffer II @ 1
L (W38 b Thermo Fisher Scientific) . Hhal (10 U/pL) @ 1 uL. Hpall (10 U/uL)
® 1 pL, Exol (20 U/pL) @ 1 pL, B L O BstUI (10 U/pL) @ 1 uL 72685, Kk
BERA 1 Bl 37° C T, WIT 16 BEfE 60° C TA »F=2X— b L, HKAYIZ 10 51
98° C THEALT7-. Fuv 7L v b5 %)L PCR % FEFT L T m—HOXAI Dfaxt 2 v —%
ZAY b UTc. mmHOXAI\ZIX Hpall OFRFREBALAH VD . £ DELLI A F b ST
WHEE, TNHOFERICK D{EL &R L, PCRIZX > THIE IS, PCR KISEIR
1T, BB X472 DNA (0.1 mL MiFIZAES 9% DNA &) 8 ul, 2 X ddPCR super mix
for probes (Bio—Rad, ~T 27 LA _ CA, USA) . &7 7 A4 ~—0.25 ymol/L, 7 u—=7
0.125 pmol/L Z&¢r 20 pL ThoH. HOXABHA T 74 ~—7 0 —T8INI 7 + T —
KR>35 4 ~— : 5" —CCCATGGAGGAAGTGAGAAA-3" . U XR—RAF 5 4 < — : 5/
GGGGTATTCCAGGAAGGAGT-3" | 71— 7" :5" —FAM-GCACAGTCACGCCGG-MGB-3’ T& %. PCR
FEMOESIX62 bp THDH ™ Y. HEiFny Ly hY =L —4%— (Bio-Rad) T
Ke v 7 by hEMER L%, LLFO PCR 554 C T100 H—~ /L% A 7 Z— (Bio-Rad)
ZAEA L CPCR 2T L7z : 94° C T 10 43, 94° C T30 F, 56° C T60 DY A
7 VA 40 [\, 98° C T 10 4R, QX200 Rewv L v MU —4&— (Bio—Rad) ZfER L
CHEYEFRE 2 H|7E L. QuantaSoft Analysis Pro Software (Bio—Rad) Zf{#H A L TH#r
L7z (K1) . myELl ol H72oar—HiElE Lz,

1 (Exol) 24 LT
ERIFRRESE (Hhalds L

mmn o fo1 A3 "CORDT & A, 320 A F AL
. Hpall, 3L UBs L Exol A2 AF v T &

-H Irtﬁ’-’. H




(3) T

Mann-Whitney UMRE Z M L T2 BER OBIEEH D&% i L 72, Kruskal-Wallis
EFR L O Dunn DL HEHBRE 2 M L COERBEEROBBEEBOELLE L. &

72U BB 2 BRE L 721% Fisher ORESERRE & L CHEMT LT-.

S RAN VAN

A 7fEl%. Receiver operating characteristic (ROC) f#i#E72>% Youden Index 12 Xk ¥
RE L., ZEEUIAT v 7 ERSHT %2 EM LT, HCC ZWrcHF5-79 2 MrH -+

DEEFZATo72 (K1) .

ErB A EMEIL p B 0. 05 Kl & EFR L 7.

WCEHEEMNTIZ1E . GraphPad Prism ver.9

(GraphPad Software, San Diego, CA, USA) ¥ JX (N StatFlex ver.7.0 (7 —7 v 7
At KR, BAR) A L.

4. FEHR
WBR A O R

F£ 1 IZIXSINE ORI R
BERLTWD. FkxlIBRE
., BHIFFR D A L2 (HBY)
BE O BMEFZEA (CLD) -
VIR (HCC) | € BUAT 4
7 A LA (HCV) BE:#E D CLD %
7213 HCC, HBV 5 X OV HCV B8
@ CLD £ 7213 HCC. 3B L FE Y
A JVAME CLD F 721% HCC (243
¥ L7-. HBV-CLD F7/=i% HCC
% B ARIF R FRmE SR (HBs Ag)
BE & EFE L JHCV-CLD £ 721X
HCC 1% HCV iR (HCV Ab) 5%
LEF L7-. HBVHHCV-CLD =
721Z HCC 1% HBs Ag 3 X TVHCV
Ab DT F BB TH D & EHR
L. 3EU AV AME CLD F£721%
HCC 1 ZZ oM REETH D
EERLL. ERFEBROI]E
7 AV AMIRRIE T L3 —b
PERFE S (ALD) |, H &M
2 (ATH) | JEZEMEAR- AR
‘R (PBC) . FET L a—
RERGAFR B (NAFLD) . B XL
JFRRARNBIZ%E L7z, ALD @
PZWriciE, 1H60 gl b7
Jba—)v 5 L BB EE 2
EuHL L CHERLE O

# 1 Clinical characteristics of the participants

Parameters Control group HCC group
Healthy subjects CLD HCC
(n=154) (n=93) (n=269)

Age in years, median (range) 59 (36 - 88) 67 (36 - 86) 75(39-95)
Sex

Male 68 42 194

Female 86 51 75
Etiology

HBV 33 37

HCV 25 94

HBV+HCV 0 2

Non-viral 35 136
Chronic liver disease

None 10

Chronic hepatitis 62 103

Liver cirrhosis 31 156
Severity of liver cirrhosis!

A 30 110

B 0 43

C 1 3
Tumor stage®

0 29

A 89

B 44

C 100

D 7
ECOG PS, (0/1/2/3/4) 233/26/6/3/1
Tumor size (mm), median (range) 29 (0 -200)
Tumor number, median (range) 1(0-10<)
Vascular invasion, present/absent 71/198
Extrahepatic spread, present/absent 29/240

CLD, chronic liver disease; ECOG PS, Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group Performance Status;
HBY, hepatitis B virus; HCC, hepatocellular carcinoma; HCV, hepatitis C virus; -, not available.

!Severity of liver cirrhosis was determined using the Child-Pugh scoring system.

2Tumor stage is based on the Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer (BCLC) staging system.

NAFLD (ZAEF =B L, BMHETI1 H 30 gRil, BMET1IH 20 g RFOT /L a— 18

BeERLE .

Fex Ik GE B RRBEEL HCCRED 2 DD T NV — 12450 7=,

REFREEIL, EEE 154

N (62.3%) FBILOVHCC D720y CLD B3 93 A (37.7%) THERL SR TWi= (BYE 110 A



[44.5%] . FHRAEFHS : 63 5%) . FEEEOCLD BEZFD I B, U A /L ABE CLD B3
IZ 58 N (62.4%) T. HBV HB¥E 33 ABLUVHCV BEF 25 A& ATV, FEUAILR
BESEE CLD 23 35 A (37.6%) 121, NAFLD 223 13 A (37.1%) . ALD #23& 7 A (20.0%) .
PBC 2 7 A (20.0%) . ATHHEE 6 A (17.1%) . BLOREAEE 2 A (5.7%) »BEF
TV (X 1a) .

HCC #ElX. 269 ANDHBE (REEZWr : 136 A [50.6%] ) THERINLTEBY, 0o 5
194 A (72.1%) BT, FREEBIZ 5B Tholz. ZOFA—FTlE, 7AL
ZMEHCC B A 133 A (49.4%) T, HBV #3F 37 A, HCV 23 94 A, HBV+HCV 3 2
AREGEN TN, —F, FE7 AL AP HCC B3 1E 136 A (50.6%) T. ALD B3 56
A (41.2%) . NAFLD #8334 A (25.0%) . PBC B2 1 A (0.7%) . ATHEZE 1 A (0. 7%) .
BLORHABEE 44 N (32.4%) NEEN T2 (HEX 1b) .

HCC BE D AT — 0, A, B, C. D D AEUZZENZH 29 A (10.8%) . 89 A (33.1%) .
44 N (16.4%) . 100 A (37.2%) . BXOT7T A (2.6%) TH-o7-. FHHCC iX BCLC A
T—T0/A L LTCERL, BHIHCC B O AL 118 A (43.9%) Todh-o7-. IHREEL
HCC BEORIZIL, HRIB L OERBICBWTHERRENH 7= (p < 0.001) .

iR 1
Etiology of non-viral chronic liver di LD) { a) and non-viral hepatocellular car HCC) (b). AIH,
mune hepatitis; ALD, alcohol sease; NAFLD, non-alcoholicfatty liver PBC, primary biliary

b
Etiology of non-viral CLD (n = 35) Etiology of non-viral HCC (n = 136)

Alpha fetoprotein (AFP)

AFP OB L, *FFREE, B HCC B, BXOHCC D AT —Y B, C. D O&#
TENEN 28, 47, 84, 603, BXU149ngmL TH-o7- (K 3a) . £21T1E. 2
DD 7 N—TTE O AFP OFEEFHIAEZ%Z 1~ LT\ 5. ROC fEHTIZ X % dhf T mfE

(AUC) 1%, &KD HCC BE & XFPREEIZK LT 0.77 TH o7z (X 3e) .HCC A7V —
=2 T DODICT AV b RS (AASLD) 23 HE3E4 50 »v 4 7 {E 20 ng/mL T
X, BAT—Y HCC OREEINL 37.5%, FrREIL98.4% Th o7z (F 3a,¢) . KI




HCC ;5_’ Jﬁ G: %/D |7 ( é '5 '7 4 K 2 Statistical differences of each marker between two groups
JVAMEHCC REE A L2 28

Group Control Early B C D
HCC EED 2 DD 7 )V —"T1Z%4F  Control i <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.003
F7-. FET A LA M HCC DK Baly <0.001 - 0.521 <0.001 0.334
. 7oN
. B <0.001 0.521 - 0.115 1.000
FE1% 36.0%, 7 A /LA HCC C <0.001 <0.001 0.115 - 1.000
DKEIL 39.1% Th o7~ (F D 0.003 0.334 1.000 1.000 -
b. DCP
33) . é % GL\ E‘;ﬂ‘;ﬁ HCC &‘% Group Control Early B C D
BAEYTAHE, FET AL APE Control - <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001
. Early <0.001 - 1.000 <0.001 0.035
Gy, |H 0
R HCC DRI 14.0%, ¥ B <0.001 1.000 - 0.002 0.154
A JVAMERE HCC OEE L ¢ <0.001 <0.001 0.002 ; 1.000
0/ 7 - D <0.001 0.035 0.154 1.000 -
294%CTdH Y (F3b) | FIZ
?'5 '7 /I) /VX’I‘QEE-,H;@ HCC ﬁ: ﬂ'@— Group Control Early B C D
5 AFP U)}ESZF"'F 75§ Z:—I—éj\f &) %) Control - <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001
B 7; - Early <0.001 - 1.000 <0.001 0.166
ZEETmBRINT. B <0.001 1.000 - 0.033 0.542
C <0.001 <0.001 0.033 - 1.000
D <0.001 0.166 0.542 1.000 -
Des-gamma-carboxy 4 ASDAm-HI
DI‘OthI‘Ol’l’lbil’l (DCP) Group Control Early B C D
Control - <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001
%t BB A
DCP O HRABIL, o BEFE, Early <0.001 - 1.000 <0.001 1.000
BHHCC #., BXO'HCC® B <0.001 1.000 ; 0.032 1.000
— N C <0.001 <0.001 0.032 - 1.000
AT7T—Y B, C. DD T
. i D <0.001 1.000 1.000 1.000 -
jfb % jfb 19.0 N 41.5 N 87.9\ Early, B, C, and D indicate Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer stages. -, not applicable.

The P values shown represent the significant differences between two groups.

1,513.4, B X1 1,825.1
mAU/mL Th-o7= (K 3b) .2 o507 L —7RD DCP O ESZSEZL»F 21T L

3 3 Diagnostic performance for HCC detection
a. Sensitivity for all-stage HCC detection

Biomarker Cutoff Overall HCC Non-viral HCC Viral HCC HBV HCC HCV HCC

omarkers uto (n=269) (n=136) (n=133) (n=37) (n=94)

Sensitivity (%)
AFP >20 375 36.0 39.1 432 383
DCP >40 66.5 69.9 63.2 73.0 60.6
m-HOXAI >310 69.1 72.1 66.2 703 66.0
ASDAm-H1  >0.62 86.2 87.5 85.0 838 85.1
b. Sensitivity for early-stage HCC detection
Biomarkers Cutoff Overall HCC Non-viral HCC Viral HCC HBV HCC HCV HCC
" (n=118) (n=50) (n=68) (n=17) (n=49)
Sensitivity (%)
AFP >20 229 14.0 294 235 327
DCP >40 50.9 50.0 515 70.6 44.9
m-HOXAI >310 56.8 58.0 559 58.8 57.1
ASDAm-H1  >0.62 76.3 78.0 75.0 70.6 755
c. Specificity for all-stage HCC detection

. . Control Healthy subjects CLD

Biomarkers  Cutoff (n=247) (n=154) (n=93)
Specificity (%)

AFP >20 98.4 100.0 95.7
DCP >40 96.8 98.1 95.7
m-HOXAI >310 78.5 85.1 67.7
ASDAm-H1  >0.62 93.9 96.8 89.2

Early-stage HCC is defined as Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer (BCLC) stage 0/A.
AFP, alpha-fetoprotein, CLD, chronic liver disease; DCP, des-gamma-carboxy prothrombin; HBV, hepatitis B virus; HCC, hepatocellular carcinoma;
HCV, hepatitis C virus.



TW%.ROC fi#HTIZ &5 AUC 1%, A HCC #f & % FREEICXT L C 0.82 TH - 7=

(K 3e) . Iy bAT7ME% 40 mAU/mL &ERE LTZHE Y, 227 — Y HCC DRLEE
1L 66.5%. FFEEIL96.8% Th-o7= (F3a,c) . VAN AMHCCEB LR A LA
M HCC DIRE XTI LI 69.9% B LN 632% ThHh-7- (F3a) . BEHHCCIZES %
BCHE, FEVANZAERM HCC OREEI 50.0%, 7 A Vv AMHEREH HCC O REE X
51.5%CTdH 7= (F£3b) .

[%]3
a

o
o

AFP (ng/mL)
DCP (mAU/mL)
m-HOXAT (copies/imL)

A F Ak HOXAl (m-HOXAI)

EpiScope A F L4k HCT116 gDNA (¥ 7T 34 A, &, BA) OEGARARI %
FEHLT, 1 X7 v 7 CORD 7 v A LHEHRKD CORD 7 vt A O THO m-HOXAI =
E—HO—FEHR L (r=100;X4) . &IiZ. 1 A7 7 CORD 7 v ¥ A %#H
L CILiE m-HOXAI 2 ¥ —$ZHIE L7=. m-HOXAI O FRAE = v —%1%. xfREE, B
I HCC B, BLWHCC DAT—Y B, C. D OEFHTENEI 146.4, 350.3. 391.3,
739.4, BLW1,864.7 2 —/mL ThH-o7z (K 3c) .2 207 NV—TMO m-HOXAI =
E—HBOMHPAEEZZR 2 ITRL T

%.ROC FEHTIC X % & &fko HCC (x| M

% AUC 12 0.82 TéH-7= (& 3e) . Youden "1y = 0.99x

Index =k 2 @77 v M4 310 = | §2 r = 1.00 o
B—/mL &F% &, &ko HCC x5 | 88 1001 5 <0001

REEEIE 69.1%. B REIL 78.5% Th -7 (F | §=

3a,0) . m-HOXAI #3310 2 ¥ —/mL &il& | O 4. Vi

310 28 —/mL U ECHHEGEDOEREAT %

—, MERE, BLOEEY A XIZHER ol

ENDHoT GHEFE 1) . m-HOXAI OBtk 0 50 100 150
L HCC OEATICH - THIN L 7Z. HCC 2-step CORD assay
DIBICIER TS & A AAEHCCD | ooy ot oo s

REIY 72.1%. 7 A VAN HCC OREE X
66.2% T -7 (F3a) . EHI1Z, BEH HCCIZBWT, FF7 A /L AMEBEH HCC O RE



1% 58.0%., 7 A L AMEEB HCC DORE X 55.9% CTdh VY . B HCC 2R DRE 1L 56.8%
THo7= (F 3b)

fiR# 1 Association of methylated HOXA! levels with clinical characteristics in patients with hepatocellular

carcinoma
m-HOXAI (copies/mL)
Parameters <310 >310
(n=383) (n = 186) p-Value!
Age in years, median (IQR) 75 (70 —80) 74 (68-179) 0.441
Sex
Female 31 44 0.021
Male 52 142
Tumor stage?
0 14 15 <0.001
A 37 52
B 13 31
C 18 82
D 1 6
Etiology
Viral 45 88 0.295
Non-viral 38 98
Chronic liver Disease
None 5 5 0.273
Chronic hepatitis 28 75
Liver cirrhosis 50 106
Severity of liver cirrhosis®
A 36 74 0.75
B 14 29
C 0 3
Child-Pugh score, median (IQR) 6 (5-7) 6 5-7) 0.66
Vascular invasion
Present 10 61 <0.001
Absent 73 125
Extrahepatic spread
Present 5 24 0.093
Absent 78 162
Tumor size (mm), median (IQR) 20 (15-30) 35 (21-175) <0.001
Tumor number, median (IQR) 1 (1-3) 2 (1-5) 0.125

"When performing the tests, comparisons of two categories were performed with the chi-square test, whereas Fisher’s t
was used for comparisons of three or more categories.

For continuous variables, the Mann-Whitney U-test was used.

>Tumor stage was based on the Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer (BCLC) staging system.

3Severity of liver cirrhosis was determined using the Child-Pugh scoring system.

IQR, interquartile range, m-HOXA I, methylated HOXA1.

3OD2Wi~—H—E A EDETZ HCC O T

HCC O FHIBEZ W EXE 5729, AFP, DCP., B L O m-HOXAI ® 3 DDOZHi~
— I — %A G DY, HCC B & XHBRBEOR OFI EMRIOZZFHE L9 2T, 28
B AT 4 v 7RIS EITST.3 OO~ ——FT XTI oHExRr LT
D, MBI A2 1T - 7=, FDORE®E. m-HOXAI. AFP, DCP IZFEEIZMSE L7
ERTHY ., ZOIEIZ HCC OEZMICFET L2 Z EBHALMNTR-T- (R 4) . BIUFE

10



TN H HCC DFRIEREZUTO LY ICERILTE 5. ZDOERXIL%E ASDAm-HI1 A

7 w7 A (Age, Sex, DCP, AFP, and m-HOXA1) L% L7 (X 1) .
. _ 1
ASDAm-H1 index= 14e{—(-21.19-0.95(Sex)+0.13(Age)+1.02(Log_AFP)+0.82(Log_DCP)+1.46(Log_.mHOXA1)}

ASDAm-H1 A > 7 v 7 ZOHRfEIL, xfHE, B8 HCCH#., BLUPHCC DAT—¥
B. C. D D&ZEETENZEI 0.05, 0.89, 0.95, 1.00, BL1.00 TH-7= (X3d) . &
2 121%. 2 DO N—T7RD ASDAm-HI A T v 7 ADHABEBREEZ R L TV,
ASDAm-H1 A > 5 v 7 A%, &ED HCC IR 22 MEE N Kb E <. AUC 1% 0.96
TH V. AFP B TIiE 0.77. DCP EM TIE 0.82. m-HOXAI B TiX 0.82 Th - 7= (K
3e) . Youden Index |2 K D&l v b4 7EE 0.62 LERE L7254, ASDAm-HI A
YT w7 AD HCC IZHKT HREEIL 86.2%., HFFEFEIL 93.9%., FH] HCC IZxt7 2 B
£ 763% Cdh-7= (£ 3a,¢c) . HEEHT X Z LT, ASDAm-HI {58035 #& & CLD 2%
AT b TERL (p=0.016, fiEFK2, 3) . IHIZ, AT =20 & A ZfE@5]
L2 2 A, ASDAM-HI A 5 v 7 ADEEITAT—2 0 T 62.1%, AT —
A T80.9%IZEL., AFPILU'DCP LV b EmWEKELZ R L (e#k 4) . HCC #t %
FETA NV AME HCC B L U A VA HCC BEIZ T 72356, BEIRIEY A L A HCC
T 87.5%., A /LA HCC T 85.0%CTdh-7- (£ 3a) . £/=. VA /LA HCC D%
BATIWCESL YT TN —TIT 21T > T2 F. ASDAm-HI A 7 v 7 AFREKF 7 A
JV AT B TIRIERIZEOZWTERE 2 7/~ L 7= (HBV-HCC, 83.8%; HCV-HCC, 85.1%)

(% 3a) . IEVA VAR HCC OREEIT 78.0%. VA /L AMREE HCC DRI
75.0% Cdh - 7= (5 3b) .

ffi/& % 2 Median value and interquartile range of each marker

Parameters Healthy subjects CLD HCC

(n=154) (n=93) (n =269)
AFP (ng/mL) 3.0 (23-39) 22 (1.7-4.0) 9.2 (3.2-163.6)
DCP (mAU/mL) 19.1 (15.6-24.1) 18.5 (15.0-24.5) 170.2 (26.2-1614.2)
m-HOXAI (copies/mL) 106.2 (49.2 —225.6) 234.0 (138.6—364.5) 479.3 (248.9—841.8)
ASDAm-HI index 0.03 (0.01-0.09) 0.12 (0.03-0.49) 0.98 (0.82-1.00)

AFP, alpha-fetoprotein, ASDAm-H1 index, predicted value of Age, Sex, DCP, AFP, and m-
HOXAI; CLD, chronic liver disease; DCP, des-gamma-carboxy prothrombin; HCC,
hepatocellular carcinoma; m-HOXA I, methylated HOXA1.
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&5 3 Statistical differences of each marker between two groups

a. AFP Healthy subjects CLD Early B C

Healthy subjects - 1.000 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

CLD 1.000 - <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

Early <0.001 <0.001 - 0.781 <0.001

B <0.001 <0.001 0.781 - 0.173

C <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.173 -

D 0.010 0.001 0.501 <0.001 1.000

b. DCP Healthy subjects CLD Early B C

Healthy subjects - 1.000 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

CLD 1.000 - <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

Early <0.001 <0.001 - 1.000 <0.001

B <0.001 <0.001 1.000 - 0.003

C <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.003 -

D <0.001 <0.001 0.053 0.231 1.000

¢. m-HOXAl Healthy subjects CLD Early B C

Healthy subjects - <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

CLD <0.001 - 0.021 0.019 <0.001

Early <0.001 0.021 - 1.000 <0.001

B <0.001 0.019 1.000 - 0.049

C <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.049 -

D <0.001 0.007 0.249 0.813 1.000

d. ASDAm-H1 Healthy subjects CLD Early B C

Healthy subjects - 0.016 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

CLD 0.016 - <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

Early <0.001 <0.001 - 1.000 <0.001

B <0.001 <0.001 1.000 - 0.048

C <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.048 -

D <0.001 <0.001 1.000 1.000 1.000

fHi &3 4 Diagnostic performance

a. Sensitivity for BCLC-stage 0 HCC detection

Overall HCC Non-viral HCC Viral HCC
Biomarkers Cutoff (n=29) (n=10) (n=19)
Sensitivity (%)

AFP >20 27.6 10.0 36.8
DCP >40 37.9 40.0 36.8
m-HOXA >310 51.7 50.0 52.6
ASDAm-HI >0.62 62.1 70.0 57.9

b. Sensitivity for BCLC-stage A HCC detection

Overall HCC Non-viral HCC Viral HCC
Biomarkers Cutoff (n=89) (n=40) (n=49)
Sensitivity (%)

AFP >20 214 15.0 26.5
DCP >40 55.1 52.5 57.1
m-HOXAI >310 58.4 60.0 57.1
ASDAm-HI >0.62 80.9 80.0 81.6
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5.8%5

€D CORD 7 v A Tl G 2 WM DOA U FaX— g VIRMAZET D 2 B
BEOFNEEZEMEL Tz (K 2a) . AFFE TR, HHZHHL, /1o Fa—va
R 2 EME T 5720, BRI CORD 7 vt 4 (1 A7 7 CORD 7 v& A1) #BHFEL
77, BEBRS A 2 BYPEALER NS | 3 DD A F AR HHIIREESS & Exol % [FFEFIC LR
T5 1 BRBSBICKR L. ZRUCED, A Fa—T g VR A 32 BN S 17
REfICEME C& /2 (®2b) . LA XY, BRI CORD 7 v & A [ ZMLBRRFfE 249 3 B 7>
ORI BICEMTHZENTE, FxlL 1 A7 v 7 CORD T v A LEHRD CORD
T vt A L DORT m-HOXAI VSV O—E AR LTtk (K4) . 1 A7 >~ 7 CORD 7
v YA & W THLIE m-HOXAI L~V DEgEFEMERE %2 FEM L 7-.

ME m-HOXAl L ~JLi%, & HCC AT —VEEICBW KRR L L L THEERILE
<. HCC OZWricxtd 5 RE L FFREIXEN LI 69.1%FB LT 78.5% Th - 7=. FH
HCC (Z* 3 D R I1L, FEV A L AP HCC T 58.0%. 7 A /L APE HCC T 55.9%TH Y |
HCC OIRRIZ X 2B EZIT 20> 2. m-HOXAI @ AUC X AFP X W i CE Y ., DCP
CEZETHo7- (K3e) . LML, m-HOXAI OFFFEFE 78.5%1%. AFP (98.4%) B LW
DCP (96.8%) X Y {&5>- 7. DNA D& A FAAVIZRATRAMEIE & BhE L T\ 5 L &GS h
TkY Y FHxIFILLETO CORD 7 & A TAF AL SEPTI L~ LN FEEEMGR Y
TATHERHEINDZ EE2HERLTVD D, 2L OEENS, MiE m-HOXAI L)L
ITEFEHE LB L TCCLD AECTHEICHEMLTEY (PRl : fEIEBRE 1062 =
E'—/mL ; CLD234.0 = &*—/mL ; p<0.001 ; @& 2 B LT 3) . CLD BFEITxT 5%
BEIZIEBHIT67.7%IZIET LTV (F3c) . L2 »> T, m-HOXAI OB Tk
HCC OZWcII~+oThd B2 LT,

FDD, HAITZEET AT 4 v 7 BERSITEITV, vt L ORI CHi#E#
m-HOXAI. DCP, ¥ L ONAFP NENENMSL L7 HCC 2~ & 5ERT+ThH Z &
Z R H L7 ASDAm-H1 A 7 v 7 ZEAER LICAER. 2 DA T v 7 AD AUC 134
NAF< ==LV HLENTEBY ., FKE 86.2%. FFRE 93.9% Th -7 (K 3e; 3 3a,
). LT, RHIHCCIZEREZY TH &, BEIL763% L IEFITEm ., FEV AL A
BEH) HCC TiX 78.0%., 7 A NV AMHEH HCC TiX 75.0% CTh 7= (3 3b) . Z i,
HCC OIFEI 030 59, B8 HCC O HIZ ASDAm-H1 A > F v 7 xM&r“E’J \ZF
HAThHZamd b TOHRETHD.

HCC ZWHZIIMic b A a7 ) o IV AT ANFEEST S 102020 22—z, w/LF
H—IF bﬁu?ﬁi*ﬁ?ﬁ (mt-HBT) 7% V. MERIEB L O A F /it DNA Biz+ (HOXAI.
TSYLS5, 3 X UOVB3GALT6) DOxt#r= v —fE & xt i S/ AFP ZfEH 3% ' mt-
HBT (%, VA L AMEREH HCC DLW T 2 RN 71-84%. HrEEH 88-90%. I
7 A VAVERE] HCC OBZWICk3 2 E D 71-80%., FFEEN 84-87% Th o7z, K
2 ClX. ASDAm-HI A > 7 v 27 2D 7 A )V AR HCC 2k 2 REEE 1T 75.0%.
FET A LA EBEE HCC IZxT DIEE T 78.0%., HFEEIX 93.9% TH Y (3£ 3b,c) . mt-
HBT I[CHARTRIZEOEETH O 2R L, LTV EWRFEEEZ L. Lo, mFED
KTRBHEOBRDPRESERDLTLD, REEICEELZHEZX DN H 5. mt- HBTEV‘“

X, RO RSENIFHEERE (93.2%. 605/649) ThHo7=DITxt L, AHF3E
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[Tk BB IR e BR T (154/247, 62.3%) 35 L OVBMEFK (62/247, 25.1%) & AFiE
7 (31/247. 12.6%) DEE THER STV, AFRICEBW T, XIHRE % CLD BE&EIC
RELTH, FREITEKRARLE LT 892%LIEFITEMN-T2 (F 3c) . LIzdioT,
ASDAm-H1 8%/ mt-HBT & [RIFEOZWrERE L FF O EEN & 5.

1 27 v 7 CORD 7 vt A OFFi1E, PEOME (1.0 mL) DA ZNELTHHT
bbb, —JF, BEMBS—ADATF LT vEA (mt-HBT # & 1e) IFREDMEE (5.0-
6.0mL) ZEHT 5 19, Z ik, EHEMGERAEFIZ DNA O 90% N Kb b7-HTh
%2 X5, ASDAm-HI £ T v 7 2T 1 DDA F b~ — T — DI % FEHT 5D
2% L, mt-HBT I% 3 DDA Ffb~—h—%&HHT5. L7z > T, ASDAm-HI A
YTy AF, HHEEHNAL, 2 A MFHIBTESEFZZ6ND. b O —DDOHELD
BIECTH 5 GALAD 2 271X, M5, Hhi, AFP 71 Y 7 4+ — A L3 (AFP-L3) . <&
THL X7 AFP, B LU ZE#H I/~ DCP #fEH9 2 2% 2D, Chalasani &1, m-
HOXAI #& % mt-HBT @ AUC 7 GALAD 2 a7 LRENZNLL ETHDHZ L E2RL
7219 BARTIX, 3 oOEE~— 47— (AFP, DCP, AFP-L3) O [RIEFHIE /3B B iR
CERD LN TV W=, GALAD 27
& ASDAm-HI {55 O ZWritteE # th# 35 =
LlXTE TV, fir, FE® HBV-HCC
BE L RGR L LIS g%t T, GALAD X
a7IEAINTVWD AFP-L3 &gt L7
ASAP A a7 MRl S 4L P, FDOAX 2T
HCV-HCC (2% LT GALAD A= 7 X0 %
BENT-ZWEEEZ R L T2 2. REFZED
274/ — h T ASDAm-H1 A > T v 7 A L
ASAP A 27 OZWEREZ el L 7=, i 2
2R END X9, ASDAm-H1 1 7
v 7 AE2RO HCC (ZxF3 5 AUC 23 0.96
THUO., ASAP 227 D 093 LV b FEICHEN->7Z (p <0.001) . LIRTOHREITHES
WCEHE SN v b4 71H 0.63 TiX, ASAP A2 7 OREEIL2KD HCC T 69.5%,
BHIHCC T55.1% CTho7-. KD 2R — MIBIFTHAT OKiE/R D v M4 71E
% Youden Index T 0.58 LXE LA, &FD HCC & B HCC DREITENZEN
71.4%& 57.6% Tdh-o7=. L1722 -> T, ASAP %= 7L ASDAm-HI X ¥ HIRVWVEKE T
bolo (fRERS) .

AUC

ASDAM-H1 0.96 i
J p<0.001

ASAP score 0.93

100-Specificity%o
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)& 5 Diagnostic performance of ASAP score

a. Sensitivity

Overall HCC Early-stage HCC
Biomarker Cutoff (n=269) (n=118)
Sensitivity (%)
>0.63 69.5 55.1
ASAP score
>0.58 71.4 57.6
b. Specificity
Overall HCC
Biomarker Cutoff (n =269)
Specificity (%)
>0.63 97.2
ASAP score
>0.58 96.8

ASAP score =-7.58 + 0.05 x age - 0.58 x gender + 0.42 x Log [AFP (ng/mL)] + 1.11 x
Log [DCP (mAU/mL)], where gender = 0 for male and 1 for female.
HCC, hepatocellular carcinoma.

AIFFNIZ N ODDORARH 5. F—Io, BEFEFE—FEENIONEIN, T
N AZXBRONAT WD, BT, AN EZET LTV, 26 OREIC
KT D701, FxlL L RERYF T A & F VTR & Z sz 28 % £
LTCWo., PIMBEFEFZEOERO—HIIMER 3 IR L TV, xFHREE L HCC # % X
T D7D AUC ITAFEER LK 0.96 T [ mems
ol FIRFIZ, SERREMH%O HCC BRI X

100
O CLD BF 0BT D EHRED T~ — 5 — ff"—’_-
L LT ASDAmM-HI A > F v 7 ZA0MEH T &
HIE D NERET DD OBHRELER | T 6o
LTW5. =0, R HCC o= vofk | &, ]
. e bR S 3 AUC
ﬁﬁiﬁitibJ:z%i7,/Ixzk:jﬁﬁtiéEf;ﬁﬁﬁEl,ﬂfb\ o] ASDAM-H1 0.96
720N, ASDAm-H1 £ > T v 7 ADh >y A7
fE% Youden Index Z W C&{AD HCC 0 — T
. 0 20 40 60 80 100

HOZDIZERE L=, FlIzgEHEEONT
A WDEER T v AT EERET HME
NHDH P, Lo T, il b4 7H
AHERT OO EILICHRIARMLETH
2.

%I, m-HOXAI 13X HCC [ZFF A TIX/R . EEE. HOXAI O A FIUALIZIRE .,
FoE, FE. BE. BLORRBEOHEB CEEINTEY 29, EEE CIXmyE m-
HOXAI 3L T\ % Mgl I OunsEy o 7V 2R L72F2eid. m-HOXAI
OZWERE LR S TS FRBEHOBORHIZE W THRSE L TV 52, m-HOXAI OV F
v A AT —IC L DEOBBEOHHZA LN T H7DITIT I LR DN M E
Thsb.

100-Specificity%

\BRUHT AL
MEBEELF
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6 S5 G

Fxlx, ASDAmM-HI £ > F v 7 ANT A NVAMRB L OIET A LA MED HCC % B
BEECHMHT AENT ML RTZEE2R L. ZOA T v 7 AlE, FETA LR
MHCCH—_A F LAV AT AL LTORBEMEMD TVND.

7B

KIFEICENT, BEERICED > TWEREW LA KRBT DS x| 7 — 2 i
Hr D3R % W I T2 W T R PR O THRIE BORIZEGH L B E. £72, miEREtn
T2 W iE ks - REIEAVEL DO K BF IS 2R 70 & NTTE L EB N AT O & 7R RR i 124
LEHLETET. 2L C, ZHEGHL E LAEEERE - BEFEEORE THEHR
B, IWPESL R IR OB A R L E T
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