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Collaborative education by university and regional community: Examples from

geocultural studies and events in the Tonomi region in Yamaguchi prefecture
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In recent years, the population outflow, declining birthrate
and aging population in rural and sub-urban regions in Japan
are leading to shrinkage of the regional economy and to
various social issues. The Tonomi region in Hofu city,
Yamaguchi prefecture, known for its beautiful ocean, is one
of the regions that are aiming to revitalize their communities
for regional development. In order to analyze the
characteristics of the region and to enhance its recognition, the
Yamaguchi University Faculty of Global and Science Studies
the

Committee collaborated on a project in 2023 which involved

and Tonomi Region Community Revitalization
1) launching a geo-cultural seminar for university students
inviting stakeholders and local residents from Tonomi as
speakers, 2) hosting tour events and workshops in Tonomi
targeting university students to learn about the region and
develop ideas, and 3) implementing a competition inviting
new ideas for regional revitalization initiatives utilizing
resources such as the Tonomi beach and surrounding vacant
lands. Through these implementations, we aimed to create an
opportunity for students to explore and learn about the various
challenges and issues faced in this diminishing part of
Yamaguchi, and generate effective and exciting solutions.

Here, we report on the activity for this year’s project.
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Tonomi Region Project: Revitalizing a Community with Beautiful Ocean
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