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When one man does not understand another
man’s mental processes, how can one forecast
the other’s future action? This is precisely the
situation today between the white race and the
Japanese. In spite of all our glib talk to the
contrary, we know nothing (and less than
nothing in so far as we think we know
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something) of the Japanese. It is a weakness of
man to believe that all the rest of mankind is
moulded in his own image, and it is a weakness
of the white race to believe that the Japanese
think as we think, are moved to action as we
are moved and have points of view similar to
our own.

Perhaps the one white man in the world best
fitted by nature and opportunity to know the
Japanese was Lafcadio Hearn. To begin with,
he was an artist, and he possessed to an
extreme degree the artist’s sympathy. By this I
mean that his sympathy was of that order that
permits a man to get out of himself and into
the soul of another man, thus enabling him to
look at life out of that man’s eyes and from
that man’s point of view—to be that man, in
short. (London, 1909%)
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