Modes of Virtues in Thomas Aquinas

Taki SUTO

Thomas Aquinas uses the term “mode” (modus) in various contexts, and some
remarkable usages are found in his discussions on virtues. Aquinas places virtues
other than the four cardinal virtues in the “potential parts” of the cardinal virtues, for
instance, placing generosity (/iberalitas) as a potential part of justice. Although the
potential parts of a cardinal virtue are not species of the cardinal virtue, they have close
connections with it. In order to explain these connections, Aquinas says that the poten-
tial parts of a cardinal virtue agree with the cardinal virtue in mode. He also claims that
the mode of a virtue is, as it were, a sort of a form of the virtue, whence the virtue de-
rives its praise and its name (S7 II-11, q. 157, a. 3). In this claim, we find metaphysical,
ethical, and semantic aspects of modes.

In this article, we first examine Aquinas’s usages of “modes of virtues” in order to
see these aspects of modes. We conclude that “mode” means “a limit which is not to be
exceeded” and “a way.”

Next, we move on to the metaphysical aspect. Aquinas has elaborate discussions
on “modes,” interpreting Augustine’s triad of “mode-species-order,” the three elements
which Augustine claims to be in every good created being. We will analyse three ma-
jor texts in which Aquinas treats the triad as three essential components of every good
creature: ST 1, q. 5, a. 5, De veritate, q. 21, a. 6, and ST 1I-1, q. 85, a. 4. By analysing
and connecting Aquinas’s different statements about modes, we clarify what modes are
and how they are related to being (esse) and forms in Aquinas’s metaphysical system.

Finally, we consider the semantic aspect, building on the preceding analyses.
Since “mode” is a word that can connote perfection as well as limitation, it is possible
to state that God is a mode. Since the mode is a higher principle than the form, which
determines the genus and species, the mode can be a foundation of analogical predica-
tion, in which the same word is applied to things of different genera and beyond (i.e.,
God).
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# John Tomarchio, “Aquinas’s Division of Being according to Modes of Existing,” The Review of
Metaphysics 54, 2001, pp. 585-613.
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® De veritate, q. 5, a. 8, c.; cf. Tiziana Suarez-Nani, Les anges et la philosophie, Vrin, 2002,
pp.103-142.
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M (cognoscibile) | [FEFFDF 55 Z & (ordinatum) | EWvH = DD HHEK
EEOMOBE ARSI TS, ZLT, FEEF (TR 2] I2koT, A
REMEE TER] 2koT, BIESohTna Z ik [FF]) 2k > THE
T5, LRTWD, ZhEDORIEGE2 S, T F v 24, BAMICIZIHEX
DELHE - FEELBEBROT oM ETHr N TPHlEhE255, Lol
W, SO GRS b ZDER, Th o DR REGRTRB XN TWEEFR »
2 LTHE (esse) & DIRIEM ABIRE X TEEDEHE->TW5,

P2, 29, BHIE (X R T7] ko510 BRZTOEDEERT S
HRRTIE R0, ([HEE] O&512) BREES DA RRT 22 & THR%E
BRLTVWBREKTH S, LdBRTWE, ZLT [#] BEELTWARRKRIE
[52RTBZENTES (perfectivum) | EWVWIHSBRTH B LTS, T T~
ZUFRDEHIZE D,
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[FERTHZENTES] EOIHBRPBEILT 2DIE, 5 EDBERD
PRSI BT TIREL, FHED I BIZAL TV AIHEIZBWTE (i
DED%R) FRTBIENTEDEINS6THD, Lo\, 25 L7fEAT,
HIYZHND FREZR IS, LT AT, HEMIHE S DAETIE A
WG, RRENZGFEEMETSAOTETE LS BV, ZLTIDk
WIZ, WEMOFMEEZ DHFEEZEFEL TS EODORE (mensura) 12
L 725 TRRAS T 64 (finitum), 8 5T % (terminatum) DTdH 5,
ZHLERT, 7T AT 4 XZBPERLTOBED =DDE DTtk D
LD, Thbb [MFE] #, [HX2ED] LI BHENEEL TV 5%
BDTHD, "D, Tx5bb [BR] & [€FFy 2] 1F, ZTOBR%E
HERELOTVBEEDTH S, LoXW, (TUTZAT 4 XADES]) [JEL]
WIEROVEREZDEDIZBL TS, 2L T, HAEDDNTHIET S 3
DIFFTRTRBEHEDIED FIZL D> TEDEDDONIZFHET EDTH S
26, BRIZKE EDONTIAEEZA L TSR T, HAREXhHt
Ji (modus determinatus) TEZAHEINTWBE3DTH 5, Y ED IS %IRT,
—D—DONFEXLDIL, BWROMBETFHLEDET [BRTDHIENTES
LD THARDIZHBNT, [E R 2| LR & THIFE] A RIS (simul)
ALTOWEDTH b, [BR] 2032013, BROUKZOED LD
Tk, [EFy 2] #HT203FELMb-TED, [HIF] 2675
DIF [FRTZZENTES] LS BBRZRAKERED-> TS,

ZOERT RO 2T, T Rae] IS LT, P aAEnES &
LCW2028ECiEAn, LaL [HEEE] 58—+ M55 [ (bonum)
FIES B D (ens) 22 ZAHINT 22 ] OE—2Z T, 7E5 800 [
RETBZENTEDZED] THDS53 _DOHAMIRENTWE—EHE
AbE, RDEHIIEZBDZLENTEDLEAI, ADFEZLEDOTHHDIE, A
NBERKESBELIENTESLNETH D, TIZITH L TWBHALBOBR
ERLTOBOMN [FFE] Thd, ZOALBOBRIZ, () #ake Gi) Ak
EWVH TODBLIIZE VTR LTS, bV 2R [BROVERK] LIFATY
200 (i) lakDBRIIBL, [FHE] ATV SO0 (i) BGROE R
IZxIB T 5. AIZIBEROMUAKEZED, DEDIBREMA S Z LIZXK > TBDORR
W RERD, BOMM AR EE S, £72, ABFHETSILIZ2L5TBO
woekoxtg (HI) L&D, BOGKKETR &5, [HZHMNOFE%
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FEREES] O, (i) OACKOBIA (FIE) 1BV TThd, LHDY
HIOFEIZHINEBROT o NBZE TENRE L TRKTEDED, £9
L7-Z&iF, Z3Z3HMELZLDOBEMELTHT, BoREhTuairiud
BDABEIETHS, L LIEEMRBHEEZDED TR LA S, ADTE
IZIFRE (£ R) bbb, T, TN [BRTI2—TREIND]| &0
BFE A & 725 FTIRINTH 2% &L, FUICRBICHD S, Lo 0k, [
2%5E0] LId, BEWELEEODEDDMNICHMLELTWB I EENLLTH S,
ZLTC, ZOHFEE BRELOYDOIDIZES) BlE (EFy R) #85R0
ZPES ., LT, BR JBM) &EF e ZI3EMICHEICHDZ 55 2
ENTEBOTHY, [MEkE] To [HilEE§5] [T > THELEXh
3], [HEE] TO [62C0EDONZ] Lo 72KBlUE, EFy 20
B4 2R 2 AT P2 R T o O E PR L Cld s 6 8\, 75 LR T
R EIT T2 542501, BRTH-T, TNy ZATREENDTH 5,

33. [ERNY X-FE&R-#F] OBEFR 3) : [#EKL] EEO—FEN+AEMEE
7Y 15

E Py 2 ORG24 3 5 2 TDE 5 —DODEELFHTIE, SHe

OBRTT I AT 4 X AD = OMOBMEER U7z [ kE] &6 o—5

A AEENE [Ty 2, BR, FORMITFFOBRTHE2] 12d 5,

B THRENZL S, E Vo 2 BR-HFIE—D—DOHENFIC,
ZINHPPEN EHETHEBO TEILDTHY, £/2—DDOFHETS
2D (ens) IZESBDTEDH B, Lo XV, TRTDIMEEFHIMS H
DIEMHERLC TELEIN, ZOBMIC LA > THBRO NS, LA B,
—D—DDFEMDOEAHIL, ThNREDESIBEDTHA A5 &, FIKEHT
H5 EMFHEHTH A5 L, 52 DORE (mensura) 12 L7247 > T 5,
znwz, [EmMEE] $/0RCEWTE [FHHOBHEBROLS KD
THAH|EEDONTBEDTH5,ZLTIS LERT, =2 =20,
RFBIZIBC 262D ER s ZEHFLTNWEDTH 5, T, HEDE
FZHEDNT, =220 LDRMMDEDONEHFEITF o TS, »<
LT, @ik DBEDHL ZERE (gradus) IZIGCTE N » 2 BR-MHFOR
BHERERHBDTH B,
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Jeabo [ k4] SB—oEi & FEkIZ, ZOMERTE P~ 23EHE (0B
%) AW =ZO0MEMOBERAESHL TS, 3 v 2E, TNTOIFE
EXBIIM S DOMHEML TEREND EF I, T, BTROREHMTLET]
HEhTh2a7Y X2 7L 20 [FhiLY] HAE (65 =751043b34) @ [F
POWHEBED LS 5D TH 5] 1KLL DD, TRTOIBHIZN S 5 DR
E (EFw ) 252 &A2RET 52, BAICIEED AT R 6 e
PIAET S, —& 3P TWBREEASMBECTEARWE S, T DM
EX TV =R VOBHEL TS EE X573 BRI TIRAN, —%2 2T
ERIORORIZ 5 >TLED LSS, BT B3EDTE, BB —EDRE %
A BEHOMEIZET I LIk b, YILTEL -0 “BBITLAED LTS
ARBITIE AL, FRAHEZHILO XS ICRATEFILTIEE N,

R OF = FERRE T, F~2IEH-EFy 2-HFOBRICONT, [H
5 (se consequuntur) | & DTd > T, [FIFEFIZ (simul) KRUI-55 513 |
ERRTND, EXTRBEINR TS X1, BHEZEDEDEMBTERy X
ERFEEE D, EFy ZFMHIIESI DO TH D, BWHIEHFE2E 263072
o, TN 22D DRBUTTEHEMTE S D, MIFRBHICL T A
5, JBHIEBTERy 225205, FIF2E 28D TMHEE Ry X
HEO, ZLT, Z5L7EH-EF o Z2-BFOBRIZ, EEREHZT T
< ERARMEREIA, 18, TAE VS HIERIZ 5 TEE5DTH 5,

DED=>07 2 2+ OfGt&#E 2T, BHEEFy 20B% (5ER3)
IZOWTH SO TEATALI, [Mh¥ke] TRIBHEBENy Z2&2ES &
ENTWBDICHL, BRG] FXTIEFENE N s 2&2PES L STz
2, PR AFFETHERE LTS b Tldkay, [HEGR] TREIhT
W35 ES1Z, TBHEAFEYOL»TERETE7-0ICEE Ny 25 EDSE5 4 4
W, EVNSOBR Y AD—HLAEFRTHZLEAONS, LoZWET 2R
F [HEHGE] RROBNREGRE T, BEL LIS, TUr 274220 [N
+=REE] OFESRE [EBIZOWT] 256, [RABRB/FMAT DI E A2,
W5ELRy ZRMIRIIZIEIET 5 (ubi est aliqua species, necessario est aliquis

R O TEHESUIED WG [ERIE oK Er S TH D] LD, [HhkA]
BB AR HETEREIN TSI EDICEDEN, Y ADMREMFT 25 AT
&, [RIFEATCE K UASTIAL q. 52, a. 1, c. COBARIRE (In VIII Met., lect. 3, nn. 1722-
1727) BBEIZk D,
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modus®?) | £WH SHEAFIHL, BRSO “DOEE (£ F vy 2 LHFE) »
D, LNTWE, Len->T, fHESHLTE, BHED &Ry 201
TERZBERIZH 5.7 LOBMIZE 5 TOIBMM ARTHREETH 2 € F v 213,
AR LT 5 &k 512, TEMICK L TBEMICAE D 6h b, JEH
03 LN OFREEDTH 5.

4. HEEE

i T, [MEOEFy 2] LW REEFLRH2DIZ, [Ty 2] OfFEEN
i & A 2 e L C& . [E Py 2] 13, $Fo [RE] (RA)
AT EEIREC [HE] (b2MOTaN) 2K THETHS, 2L, AW
BIRTO [fE0 ] 2RTHEETEH S, Lz Mz [Ty 2 ()]
BERED [EFw 2 ({ED )] #T L enEETH S, THLALERY
ZADLEFMEL, PHEVIWERE S B2 - B RIS O s, LaL
FIPEDIE LW ZIZ L 72489 &0 ) [l CTlE—E D) X %2 B0 & 8T B IEDLE
DIE—FETRTDOIZEDDLIEHL TSI EFTAD759,

TRy 23L& EOFRETH 2030 212, B HE§ % JH %
A P AE - O TH D 5 %, 2L, [HY () OfAMETRAITE
Fo 2585 L) P ZADORSIZLEN AL, LME 7 FaE7icd
O A —TR U EEY, FUCEEKTHOORTWEbiF Tldans, 72
KEEZEEHTHOOR TS DT TE AN &) BIRERAARMLZE F o
ZZH B, FRAEARHEEANE [HiZdH 2N LIEEDE, FEARHHGEOME
DEHIOEEFEAZTRICL A2 S, WHE WS, Sl @m0 s (£
Fe2) #A TS0 6TH5, £72, D [HE] 2 HEGFEORDHOD) §)
Mo [HIE] & ABo gD [FIE] Offie [ CHEHEO S O TidAn, LiL,
WEhg [RIE] &MHEhs0E, ZhoDED ) (EF v ) BHEML T
E065DTHDH,

2B EN TS b3 2L T Y5 AT 4 X ZADOKETIR (LA RECCSL) 12U 7243
A, FRRARTISATARADT I A LORXEIFEAEZOZFEFIAL TS T
LIZKDBN, PYADT I X MTubiest EHBHET AL, TUTAT A XADT I X b
Tldubiautem & 7% > T\ 5,

Bob v 20F, WEE AN HMEO VBT IC BT M S 2D THHEARD 5
N3, LU T3S (ST, q. 64, aa. 1-4; De virtutibus in communi, a. 13) ,
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