“A Psychology which Accords so Extensive and
so Handsome a Place to Sensibility” (4) : A Study of the
Bergsonian Notion of <Sensibility> in his Later Years

Ryu MURAKAMI

In another paper I pointed out that Henri Bergson (1859-1941), a French philoso-
pher, in his early years argues on <sensibility> from a similar viewpoint to his contem-
poraries’. In this paper I aim to examine his notion of <sensibility> in his later years,
focusing on The Two Sources of Morality and Religion (1932).

Although rarely pointed out, in The Tivo Sources Bergson argues on <sensibility>
from his particular point of view. He proposes “a psychology which accords so exten-
sive and so handsome a place to sensibility,” where emotion gains an advantage over
intellect and volition.

When we compare The Two Sources with Technical and Critical Vocabulary of the
Philosophy, a French encyclopedia published in 1926, we see that Bergson has his con-
ception in common with his contemporaries to some extent, but that on the other hand
he is outstanding among his contemporaries especially for his paying attention to the
<superior component> of <sensibility>, which is characterized by activity and unity,
in contrast to the <inferior component>, which is characterized by passivity and multi-

plicity.
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