Sacred-Profane in Derivative Works of
Anime-Manga-Games Characters:
(1) Introduction

Djumali ALAM

This article is an introductory part of a religious studies analyzes “kyarakatsu”
or “Characters Activities” (mean “derivative works of characters” or “series of actions
toward the instantiation of characters”) in contemporary Japan.

The kyarakatsu (characters activities) can be defined as follows: The activities
where the fans and audiences do not just enjoy watching, reading, playing or interacting
passively with novels, stories, myths, films, anime (animations), manga (cartoons),
games, dramas, live concerts, sports competitions, or cultural events, but more, some
active efforts were conducted to construct closer relationship with the characters, it is
resulting in some derivative characters that do not match the original characters.

In this introductory part, the following points regarding kyarakatsu are introduced
with including visual descriptions.

1) The main genre of activities in kyarakatsu.

2) The general roots of the characters adopted in kyarakatsu.

3) Overview of kyarakatsu according to the above differences in roots.

4) Basic schemes and patterns of kyarakatsu when observing as religious

phenomena (sacred-profane cycles).

5) Multi-layered structures of reality when observing the kyarakatsu as a
medium (ritual) of the sacred-profane cycles (3D real world, 2.5D virtual
world, 2D fictional world).

6) Representation of human nature when observing the kyarakatsu as a medium

(ritual) of the sacred-profane cycles (person, persona, character).
Finally, as an anticipation of the theoretical part, which is planned as a sequel to

this article, we will try to analyze the kyarakatsu hypothetically from the view of “idol”

and “charisma”.
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