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The Reason Why Nishida Did Not Tell about the Transition
from Ethics to Religion in “An Inquiry into the Good”

Yukihito Sano

It looks as if An Inquiry into the Good had a gap between its 3" book “the Good” and 4"
book “Religion.” At the end of the 3rd book, the writer says that the perfect good deed
can be done and we have to do it. This is the ultimate of “Ethics” and at the same that of
“Religion” and “Art.” Thus we don’t have to change over from “Ethics” to “Religion.”
On the other hand, at the beginning of the 4" book, the writer says that the great life
demands to know that we are limited and relative beings and that the end of “Ethics” is
“Religion.” This essay makes it clear that this construction of “An Inquiry into the Good”
is the inevitable conclusion of The I Draft on Ethics (1904-1905), The 2" Draft on
Ethics (1905-1906) and Fragments on Pure Experience. That is, human beings aim at
the perfect good deed but fail. Through this failure, demands for religion suddenly occur
inside us. The summit of these demands is nothing but the ultimate of “Ethics”, “Religion”
and “Art.”
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