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Manchu that residing in China has about 10 million (2000 census) populations and is the second in ethnic
minorities. It had its own culture and custom, but in the process of establishing the Qing Dynasty and ruling
China in nearly 300 years, it formed a culture that was assimilated with the Han. Meanwhile, the influence of
various policies and economic development after the establishment of the People's Republic of China has
resulted in a large change in Manchu residence with long history and unique living culture, and its traditional
characteristics are being lost. In response to these trends, at the stage of a series of ethnic minorities and
traditional residence protection policies have been implemented mainly in local governments in recent years.
Considering the change and development direction of traditional Manchu residence, and  conservation and
utilization of traditional dwelling accompanying the modernization of rural area is positioned as an important
topic for the succession of the Manchu culture in the future.

Therefore, in this study, it examined the establishment process of traditional Manchu residence and
investigated Shengli village that a traditional Manchu village in Xinbin Manchu Autonomous County of
Liaoning where more than half of the Manchu people live in. Based on the result of the field survey and the
interview survey, it aimed to grasp the characteristics of the spatial composition of villages and clarify the
change process of residence’s plan and the inheritance and development of living style. This paper consists of
6 chapters.

Chapter 1 is the introduction, showing the background of this study, the history of Manchu, the climate and
agriculture, the past research, the purpose and the composition of this paper.

In Chapter 2, based on the information obtained from the excavation reports and historical books and
documentary records of various eras on Manchu residence in Northeast China and local surveys, it tried to
examine the development process of the Manchu building style (primitive caving, semi underground building,
ground building, Pocket room, Sanheyuan and Siheyuan) and heating method (fire, Huodilong, primitive
Kang, Wanzi Kang).

In Chapters 3 to 5 is case study on the traditional village “Shengli village” where Manchu people still
occupy a large number in Xinbin Manchu Autonomous County

In Chapter 3, based on the plan composition and interview survey of 61 cases of Shengli village, it focused
on the building years, the renovation process, the housing space, the number of bedroom and the kitchen
space, and showed the tendency of the expansion of the housing space, the increase of the number of the
bedrooms and reduction of the kitchen space in the process leading to the present, especially the changes since
the 1980s were remarkable. In addition, it classified it into 5 classifications 11 models based on the installation
situation and area etc. of the traditional space (bedroom, kitchen) and new space (vestibule, Livingroom, big
Livingroom). Based on this plan model, it analyzed the plan composition of each case in detail, sorted out the
relationship between the trend of the installation timing of the new space and the plan composition, and
clarified the tendency that the decrease of building which maintained the traditional plan composition and the
spread of the new plan composition which ensured the space of “big Livingroom”.

In Chapter 4, it focused on the correspondence relationship with building plan composition, family type and
the basic living activities of 57 cases, based on the lifestyle and hearing investigation about the functions of
bedroom and other rooms, mastered the changes which relates to people’s needs and lifestyles with the
transformation process of the residence’s plan and clarified the inheritance and change of traditional residence.
Concretely, with the changes of lifestyles, the improvement of heat-warming and heating technology, the
popularization of new heating equipment and furniture appliances, etc., the bedroom-centered lifestyle had




great changes. And it clarified that in the most buildings the lifestyle that the whole daily activities in bedroom
has been changed, which the meal and the reception were separated from the bedroom.

In Chapter 3, it focused on the spatial composition of the Shengli village and the set form of residential
land, and clarified the transformation process of the village space and characteristics of premises arrangement
and land use in the residential land. Concretely, it arranged the transformation situation of the village before
and after the introduction of the “People's Commune” system which became a major turning point in forming
the spatial composition of the present village. Next, the street form of Shengli village was divided into I to V,
then it was divided into two sections which old section and new section, road contact condition, the position of
the gate and the house entrance, and house space, etc. were sorted out.

In Chapter 6, it arranged obtained knowledge by this study and clarified about the challenges for the future.
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