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Physio-chemical study of the excavated material from
the Suo-Juzenji remains, Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan
— Especially the broken fragments of ancient casting coin—

Arashi KITAKAZE (Museum of Sugaki Ore Collection)
Kei AOSHIMA (Yamaguchi city board of Education)

Abstract: The Suo-Juzenji remains at Heian-Age in Japan is located at Yamaguchi city, Yamaguchi Prefecture,
Western Japan, and were found many pieces of pottery as that age and minor amount of ancient coins, cupper plate,
fragment of ancient casting coin and some metals. We are carried out for study on the broken fragments of casting
ancient coin from the remains examined by reflective microscope, SEM and EPMA.  The fragments of ancient
broken coin mainly consists with As bearing copper alloy and CusAs (domeykite), and secondarily generated
compounds by reaction between Cu-rich alloy and ground water after being buried underground. Then, their surface
(upper face) and back end (lower face) were cruelly different with each other.  Surface side is consisting with many
secondary compounds with Cu- or Pb-chloride and/or oxide, and back end is composed with some amount of copper
oxide.

As-bearing copper alloy with composition from 2 to 8 atomic % in Cu:Fe:As ratio and As-Cu metal with 25 to 29
atomic % (near domeykite composition) were separated by slow cooling after casting of copper smelting. Original
lead metal at copper smelting changes to secondary lead compounds of such as PbO,., PbCI(OH)., Pb,O(OH)CI.
Pb3CuClz(OH),0, etc.
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Figure 2. Photographs of surfaces for studied material (No.1)
under binocular microscope.
A: Upper surface, B; Back side.

lecm

Figure 3. Photographs of surfaces for studied material (N0.2)
under binocular microscope.
A: Upper surface, B; Back side.
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Figure 4. SEM image from surface to back end for
sample No.1.
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Figure 5. Expanding SEM images of surface for A and
B as shown as red flame in Fig. 4
A: portion with many secondary products showing
rounded forms seemed as malachite,
B: portion with many voids.

Figure 4. SEM image of surface for sample No.3.
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Figure 7. Photomicrograph of ore microscope under

reflected light for cross section of sample No. 1.

(Light brown: copper rich metal phase, dark brawn:
secondary product.



Figure 8. Photomicrograph of ore microscope under
closed nicols as same as Fig. 5
(Light gray: copper rich metal phase; light bluish
gray with internal reflection: secondary products).
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Figure 9. Photomicrographs of ore microscope in near
surface under open nicol (A) and crossed nicols (B) for
Sample No. 1.

Dark gray(A): reaction rim for secondary products
with internal reflection colors (B) of white, brownish
gray, and blue; light gray: copper oxide (A) with red

internal reflection (B).

Figure 10. Photomicrographs of ore microscope at
metal rich part under open nicol (A)
and crossed nicols (B) for sample No. 1.
Reddish brown: copper alloy; gray: arsenic bearing
copper alloy, dark gray: lead chloride.
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Figure 11. Photomicrographs of ore microscope at
metal rich part under open nicol (A)
and crossed nicols (B) for sample No. 3.
Reddish brown: copper alloy; gray: copper chloride.
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Figure 12. BSE image of cross section of sample No. 1
as same part as Fig. 7.
White: lead chloride; light gray: copper oxide, gray:
copper alloys, dark gray: secondary products as reaction
rim, black: holes and resin.
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Figure 13. BSE image of red flame area in Fig. 12
White: lead chloride; light gray: copper oxide; gray:
copper alloys, dark gray: secondary products as reaction
rim, black: holes and resin.
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Figure 14. Elementary mapping in secondary and
original parts for copper (Cu), lead (Pb), arsenic (Ag),
silver (Ag), chlorine (CI) and silicon (Si) in upper part of

Fig. 13 for sample No. 1.
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Figure 15. Elementary mapping in original part for
copper (Cu), lead (Pb), arsenic (Ag),
silver (Ag), chlorine (Cl) and oxygen (O) central part
of sample No. 2.
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Table 1. Selected analytical data of No. 1 sample
obtained by EPMA
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Figure 16. Compositions of As-bearing copper alloy and
domeykite-like phase shown
as Cu:Fe:As (atomic ratio as %) for No.1, No.2 and No.3
samples.
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Table 2. Analytical data of bulk compositions for central
side areas of the specimen No. 1.

22 019
10000 100.01

2 100.02 10001 10000 9

Cu 9035 9115 8859 8853 8805 8917 8744 8783 87.13

Fe 019 014 043 040 035 018 027 029
Ni 050 040 080 075 060 031 082 089
Co 016 019 033 025 026 009 023 033
Ag 049 048 040 046 043 038 054 047
sh 015 011 029 022 020 016 033 024
Sn 0.30 0. 019 013 031 020
Pb 110 108 086 065 076
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Table 3. Analytical data of bulk compositions for surface
area of the specimen No. 1.

2 3 ] 8 9 10 12 13 11
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Figure 17. Bulk compositions for inside and surface side for
cross section of sample No.1 and ancient coin.
Red circle: Suo-Juzennji, blue circle: analytical value of ancient
coin (Chuonen-Taihou).
installation of Suo-Juzenniji (Saito et al. 2.



6(6)

7o, BREEFIERE (825%F) RITHAT SN BFEER
& AMFFE T oA L7 Mf & bk L C(Fig. 18) & | (XIX[A]
CAHIAIDFE O HALD, T OENIHREEOHHTIEX
BADEIT TH Y . RELHIEIRHATH D7, X
& A ERIETZT O THREDIFHRZ HE D L
TR ATREMERCJFURF D PEI DJE N & & ] LT
WD ATREPED RV,

Pb/(Cu+Fe+Pb+As) (atomic %) As

Figure 18. Bulk compositions for inside and surface side for
cross section of sample No.1 and ancient coins.
Red mark: this study; blue mark: analytical value of ancient
coins (Saito et al. ?).
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Figure 19. Comparison of compositions for Cu-alloy from
Naganobori and Juzenji remains at Heian Age.
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