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On many islands, tourism is generally regarded as a promising industry that can
promote economic diversification and many other tourism-related industries such as
agriculture, fisheries, transport and other service industries. At present, from islands
with over-development to the uninhabited islands, they are all engaged in various
tourism activities (UN, 2001). Tourism growth can become the driving force of the
economy, SO we must pay attention to its sustainability of tourism.

Islands are attractive spaces for visitors and special threats to sustainable tourism.
There are tens of thousands of islands on the earth which includes some of the most
splendid and popular destinations, for instance: the Hawaiian Islands, the Maldives, Bali,
the Caribbean Islands and Hainan Island. Their characteristics are related to indigenous
cultures, different lifestyles, special land structures, plants and animals, ocean and
coastal resources. To keep these characteristics thriving, islands must carry out

sustainable tourism strategies in every field including environmental, economic and



socio-cultural. (McElroy and Dodds, 2007, p3)

Sustainable tourism is becoming more and more important in tourism and

academic sectors all over the world. As an important way to achieve the harmonious

development among tourism, the social economy, resources and the environment,

sustainable tourism has become a hot spot and trend of tourism development in the

world today. Sustainable tourism, as a new type of tourism with many good functions, is

the inevitable choice to realize the more rational development of tourism in Hainan.

Based on the development of sustainable tourism theory and practices in China and

abroad, as well as drawing on lessons from experiences of the world's major island

tourism destinations, this paper makes a SWOT analysis on the sustainable tourism

development of Hainan, the current development situation and strategy of Hainan’s

tourism construction, as well as field work studies, problem-solving measures and other

aspects of the sustainable tourism study. The paper is divided into seven parts; the main

contents are as follows:

The first part explains the background and significance of this study, introduces

the theoretical research and practical development of island sustainable tourism in

China and abroad, and expounds the contents, methods and innovations of my research.

The second part includes the summarized, analyzed concepts and the theories of



sustainable tourism. In order to understand sustainable tourism, we must understand its

development history and impact. Firstly, the concept of sustainable tourism is defined

on the basis of domestic and foreign scholars' research. Then it analyzes related

concepts about circular economy, ecological economy, ecotourism, traditional mass

tourism and the relations between them and sustainable tourism.

The third part discusses the current problems of island tourism and the

corresponding solutions. After referring to a large number of papers and field trips, a

selection of the failed case of Sanya City in Hainan Island and three successful cases

from the Hawaiian Islands in the United States, coastal areas of Australia and Jeju

Island in South Korea was made in order to compare and analyze their strategies, take

inspiration from their successes and learn from any failures so as to provide valuable

advice for the sustainable tourism development in Hainan.

The fourth part is about the SWOT analysis of Hainan’s sustainable tourism

development. It analyzes the advantages, disadvantages, opportunities and challenges of

sustainable tourism development in Hainan Province. These analyses provide the basis

for subsequent strategic development and solutions.

The fifth part presents and discusses the research undertaken in Bawangling

National Forest Park and Changjiang Li autonomous county located in the inner land of



Hainan. The purpose is to evaluate the impact of sustainable tourism development for

local communities and enterprise in the Bawangling region through an assessment of its

current status. These sections provide the context for a discussion of the relationships

between the local community and the Park, the local community and tourism, the Park

and tourism. It concludes with a discussion of management and policy issues, and their

influence on the relationships between the various stakeholders.

The sixth part is based on the analysis of the present situation of tourism

development in Hainan. It provides several helpful recommendations, mechanisms and

models for the strategic construction of sustainable tourism development in Hainan.

First of all, to establish the concept of sustainable tourism development in Hainan, one

must put forward some ideas as the guidance and value orientation of future

development; then the paper discusses the strategies and models of sustainable tourism

development in Hainan, and provides the corresponding evaluation standard systems. At

the same time, this part also strengthens related sustainable tourism products and

marketing, as well as the tourism security system construction issues.

The seventh part is the conclusion and implications of this research.
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