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Exploring Educational Interventions to
Facilitate Student Learning in Basic Nursing
Practice —Analysis of Self-review Reports—
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SUMMARY

Nursing students are required to realize the
importance of active learning and to identify
their own agenda and goals in learning basic
clinical skills. This study used post-class self-
review reports to clarify how critically students
review their practice in order to improve their
performance.

Review reports from 78 second-year nursing
students who had undergone 13 basic clinical
skills classes were analyzed in the light of review
characteristics and depth of review. Of 2,386
descriptions about self-review, 1,748 were used to
categorize into “techniques” (1,564 : 89.5%),
“knowledge” (137 : 7.8%), and “attitudes”
(47 5 27%). A total of 34 students (43.6%) set
their own agenda whilst 44 (56.4%) did not.
Depth of review was categorized into

“remaining superficial” (49 ; 62.8%), “gradually
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deepening” (18 ; 23.1%), and “becoming profound”
(11 14.1%). Of 49 students with superficial
reviews, 32 (65.3%) had no agenda or goals for
themselves, which indicated that they tended to
be unable to clarify what was important for their
improvement and to learn actively or think

critically. Of those who had conducted more

profound reviews only 50-60% of them set their
own agenda and goal suggesting that even these
students were not always good at effectively
setting goals.

The findings suggest that student reflection on
their performance of basic nursing skills is an

area that requires improvement.



