‘Subject’ in Modern and Postmodern Art Theories:
Relying on Ch. Harrison, P. Wood, eds.,
Art in Theory 1900-2000 (2002)

FUJIKAWA Satoshi

This article investigates the meaning of ‘subject’ in modern and postmodern art
theories. Art in Theory 1900-2000 (2002) contains twenty-six texts which discuss
about ‘subject’, ‘subject matter’, and ‘content’. Authors are Max Liebermann, Meyer
Schapiro, Adolph Gottlieb, John Cage, Asger Jorn, and Louis Althusser, to name a few.
These texts are grouped into four major categories: (a) assertion that modern art places
less significance on subject; (b) evaluation of subject in modern art; (c) suggestion that
everything can be a subject of art; (d) argument about subject as an agent. The book
expounds a wide variety of modern and postmodern theories on art. Categories (a) and
(b) are arguments in the framework of modernism, (c) and (d) have affinities for the
postmodern conception.

A structured and historical understanding about subject is a requirement for con-
struction of the Contemporary Art Subject Classification, for which this author is pre-
paring. Transformation, sliding, evaporation, decentring, and re-focusing of the subject
in modern and postmodern art theories are roughly sketched in this paper. This sketch

shows us some contours of the subject in art as a historical complex.
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