Jules Lachelier’s <Post-kantisme>: toward a
Re-examination of the 19"-century French Philosophy in
Light of its Relationship to the Modern German Philosophy

Ryu MURAKAMI

Jules Lachelier (1832-1918) is one of the best-known Kantians in the 19"-century
France. In this paper I will examine how Lachelier forms his own thoughts under
strong influence of Kant. I aim to pour some light on the fact that French philosophy in
the 19"-century is considerably nurtured by the modern German philosophy.

Finally we will see that Lachelier, based on his creative misinterpretation of Kantian-
ism, so to speak, attempts at theoretical approaches to Freedom and God. We can say
that Lachelier’s attempts should be called rather <Post-kantisme>, to the extent that he
betrays Kant without knowing it, for Kant himself deems Freedom and God theoreti-
cally inaccessible.

By the way, as far as the way he tackles Kantianism is concerned, Lachelier is not so
far, for example, from Henri Bergson (1859-1941), who regards himself as a resolute
Anti-kantian. From this we infer that philosophers in the 19"-century France are more
or less similar in that they start by consulting the modern German philosophy including

Kantianism, but that sooner or later they deviate from it to arrive at their own thoughts.
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[EARY] © BRI 25 TINE] & LTOREDRIE. T hbb (HET5 [
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IDTH%, ZOFEFHEE L TOMFEOEE, BXU, ZOBENTFEND KR
i DA 12k 5. HRIOFERIZ & & D0z AR BRI B
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8 Cf. Jacques Chevalier, Entretiens avec Bergson, Plon, 1959, p. 38.
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