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Research Note
What Is “The Viewpoint of Pure Experience” in
Kitaro Nishida’s An Inquiry into the Good?
Yukihito SANO

In An Inquiry into the Good, Nishida makes his standpoint clear, repeatedly using the
phrase “from the viewpoint of pure experience” and from that standpoint he develops his

original theory.

This paper aims to clarify three points concerning “the viewpoint of pure experience.”
First, (1) “the viewpoint of pure experience” has three developing stages: the viewpoint
from outside---reflection, the viewpoint from inside---intuition, and the viewpoint to
see these two are the both sides of the same thing. Then, (2)the second book “Reality”
shows the viewpoint of reflection and the third book “the Good” leads to the way to the
viewpoint of intuition. However, it has been frustrated, and in the end, the fourth book
“Religion” shows that it is with religious intuition that reflection and intuition can be seen
as the both sides of the same thing. Therefore, (3)An Inquiry into the Good needs the

second, the third, and the fourth book in order to make its own standpoint clear.
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