good
goubooouobooboobogboobooboonog

Kant’s Concept ‘Thing-in-Itself’
and the Resolution of its Significance for Pedagogy

og O
Hiroshi Suzuki

Abstract

In this paper we will take up various meanings of Kant’s concept ‘Thing-in-itself’, along by his system
of critical philosophy. This examination tries to show what a close connection this concept has to his
thoughts about education.

Kant’s critical philosophy, that is to say, his three main works, Critique of Pure Reason, Critique of
Practical Reason, and Critique of Judgment give the concept ‘Thing-in-itself’ disunited different
definitions. Of these definitions typical image from Critique of Pure Reason has been widely rooted;
‘Thing-in-itself’ is something unknown to us and its existence cannot be proved theoretically. However,
the definitions of ‘Thing-in-itself’, if examined in detail, should not be limited to this stereotype. From
our view point, explanations in Critique of Pure Reason show at least three meanings on this concept.

‘Thing-in-itself’, placed as something unrecognizable in the foundation of the object of recognition in
Critique of Pure Reason, was found out in our beings in Critique of Practical Reason. But there the
discontinuity inevitably arose between the definitions in theoretical philosophy and in practical
philosophy. So in Critique of Judgment Kant positions the concept ‘Thing-in-itself’ something
extrasensory. ‘Thing-in-itself’ refers not only to the nature-concept, but to the freedom-concept.
Therefore the extrasensory enables us to transit from the former to the latter.

With these examinations about the changes in the meanings of ‘Thing-in-itself’ in his critical
philosophy, we focus on the relations between this concept and moralization, which is positioned as a
final end in Kant’s philosophy of education. ‘Thing-in-itself’ and moralization, though they appear to
have no relations to each other at a glance, come to be connected by the idea, freedom, described in
Critique of Practical Reason. That is to say, we can recognize the practical existence of ‘Thing-in-itself’,
the object unreachable by our theoretical cognitive capability, in free human being. In the same way,
moralization as an end of education, even if unable to be accomplished perfectly, is still required to be
free, to be autonomous.
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