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SUMMARY

To evaluate the long-term trend in mycobacterial
infections in our hospital, we examined the detection
of acid-fast bacilli, age distribution, sex differences,
and clinical backgrounds of patients from whom
1,965 specimens were tested for acid-fast bacilli
during a 10-year period between April 2005 and
March 2015. The positive rate of acid-fast bacilli
tests was 9%. Of the isolates, 28.2% were
Mycobacterium tuberculosis (TB), and 71.8% were
nontuberculosis mycobacteria (NTM)  of the
NTM, 93% were Mycobacterium avium complex.
Most patients with tuberculosis were elderly men,
and those with NTM infection were elderly women.
We compared laboratory test results for TB in 30
patients with tuberculosis, and 13 patients had
smear-negative, polymerase chain reaction-negative,
but culture-positive specimens. These findings
suggest that an unignorable number of patients with
tuberculosis only had positive results on culture in
our hospital, and we should renew our
understanding of the importance of culture tests.

It is worthwhile continuing our research to
determine the trend of mycobacterial infection in
our hospital. In addition, similar research in other
hospitals in Yamaguchi prefecture is necessary to
clarify the trend in the Yamaguchi Prefecture in

the future.






