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Community participation is a tool for rural areas to create growth opportunities and to use potential
resources for tourism development effectively. Current trends in tourism to find remote destinations
provide local communities in rural areas opportunities to develop their regions through tourism activities.
Characteristics of tourism development in rural areas will differ according to variables such as natural and
cultural resource endowment, location, competition, entrepreneurial activity, and institutional
arrangements. For some rural communities, tourism is merely one element in a diverse economy. For
others, tourism is the primary economic endeavor which dominates community life and upon which the
local area is dependent. Rural tourism development depends upon residents’ involvement. The
sustainability of rural tourism necessitates the integration and cooperation of local residents, the private
sector, and the government.

This research includes two comparative case studies conducted in two villages in two countries. Each has
a different level of local participation in rural tourism development. Local participation is sought to
empower the local communities and to revitalize the rural areas through tourism activities. Specifically,
this study examines Wongaya Gede village, Tabanan Regency, Bali, Indonesia and Yamashiro District,
Yamaguchi, Japan. These specific regions were selected based on several similar criteria: depopulation,
significant employment decline in industries such as agriculture and forestry, and their remote locations in
areas characterized by the presence of mountains, rivers, and other natural amenities. This research will
present recommendations for rural tourism development based on research performed in Wongaya Gede
village and Yamashiro District. Typical of rural areas in mountainous region, both locations in the case
study are confronting constraints related to depopulation, aging, and incomes. This study will suggest
methods that engender sustainable rural tourism development and also the preservation of local culture for
tourism purposes.

The research was conducted using comparative descriptive qualitative techniques. Empirical research
used three methods: resident surveys, Likert scale questionnaires and SWOT analysis. Further analysis
was conducted using three participation theories: Arnstein’s ladder, Typology by Pretty, and Typology of
Tosun. Different methods of data collection were used in Wongaya Gede village and Yamashiro District.
Data for the Yamashiro District was collected via a questionnaire/survey (using a Likert-type scale),
which was distributed randomly to the community. The 82 respondents represented the following groups:
local communities, universities, NGOs, and local governments. To identify the potential resources of rural
tourism, SWOT analysis was conducted on both case study villages. Four strategies make up SWOT
analysis: SO (using strategy which uses community strengths to take advantage of opportunities), WO (a
strategy which overcomes weaknesses by taking advantage of opportunities), ST (a strategy which uses
strengths to avoid threats), and WT (a strategy which minimizes weaknesses and avoids threats). The data
in Wongaya Gede village were collected using a structured questionnaire, interviews with key
stakeholders, and focus group discussions.

Results of analyses show that the two villages are full of natural ecological potential and significant
cultural traditions. The development of rural tourism depends on the geographical location and the
existence of the previously described as characteristics. Similarities and differences between the two areas
discovered during this research and the results describing local perception demonstrate that direct



participation by local communities in tourism development is crucial for sustainability. Rural regions
must be involved with the tourism industry, not only in existing programs and activities, but also to offer
local services for visitors and tourists in the future. Residential survey data from Yamashiro District
reveal that the local residents predominantly agree that rural resources, particularly rivers, agriculture,
social and farm life, and cultural resources, are the main resources as a tools for rural development. Many
residents responded that initiating tourism was a challenge for them due to a lack of skills and knowledge
related to tourism. Degradation of natural resources poses a threat brought about by rural tourism
development in Wongaya Gede village. Some examples include land use and issues of land division,
pollution (including air, water, and land pollution), host attitude changes, and commercialization of
traditions by the tourism industry. Future strategies of tourism development should consider the
involvement of local residents and tourism operators. They should offer appropriate activities based on
available local resources and information.
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