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CHAPTER 1

IN THE MOUNTAIN, APIA, SAMOA,

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND, 1890
(H7M%)and up that, with my wood knife, I set off alone. It is here quite dry; it went
through endless woods; about as broad as a Devonshire lane, here and there crossed
by fallen trees; huge trees overhead in the sun, dripping lianas and tufted with
orchids, tree ferns, ferns depending with air roots from the steep banks, great
arums —I had not skill enough to say if any of them were the edible kind, one of our
staples here! —hundreds of bananas —another staple —and alas! I had skill

enough to know all of these for the bad kind that bears no fruit.
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—Lafaele (Rapfael), a strong, dull, deprecatory man; when he calls me ‘Papa’in
the most wheedling tones; desperately afraid of ghosts, so that he dare not walk

alone up in the banana patch —see the map.
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