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Language Use of the Ganjule People
Hideyuki INUT

This paper aims to clarify language use of the Ganjule people. They originally
lived on a tiny island on the northwestern tip of Lake Chamo, but they left
the island in 1959 because of the rising water level and lived in a place called
Bonge. Since 1974 the Ganjule people have been resettled in Shela-Mela vil-
lage on the west shore of Lake Chamo, approximately 25 km south of Arba
Minch, where they are said to be the majority. According to Fleming’s classi-
fication (1976), Ganjule is a variety belonging to the “East Ometo” languages,
which include Zayse-Zergulla, Koyra, and Kachama.

Sociolinguistic questionnaires were administered to twenty-five interviewees.

The results are as follows.
(1) Ganjule is the dominant native language throughout three generations.
(2) Within the family Ganjule is used primarily.
(3) Ganjule is the primary language used with friends and in the village.

(4) Intown, even when talking about administrative matters, the use of Gan-

jule is dominant.

For the affairs of daily life and for most administrative affairs, Ganjule is
the dominant language. Concerning the language vitality, the question whether
Ganjule as a language would survive or not has been answered positively but
not without some reservation, since the majority of Shele-Mela village are Gan-

jule.
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