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Tense (or time-marking) does not play a major role in the con-
struction of an Oromo verb. (154)
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One of the most important positions of the verbal nouns is as com-
plement to the verbs jir, jirat and tur where they form the incom-
pletive compound tenses. (154)
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Compound Tenses in Oromo

Hideyuki INUI

The aim of this paper is to point out the aspectual opposition of compound
tenses in Oromo.

First, | will describe compound tenses. Compound tenses are formed by
means of the main verb with the auxiliary véia ‘exist’ or ture ‘was’. In this
way an imperfective aspect and a perfective aspect are formed. The imperfec-
tive aspectdeemaa jira/turd deem-uugo’)) can involve a durative incomplete
activity, while the perfective aspect (deemee jira/ture) can involve a bounded,
completive event. This aspectual opposition (Perfective versus Imperfective)
plays a major role in the tense-aspect system .

Second, | will discuss markedness of compound tenses. Every verb can be
classified into some lexical aspects (or aktionarten), such as stative, stative-
durative, durative and punctual. According to this lexical aspects(or aktion-
sarten), it is possible to determine the marked member of the Perfective / Im-
perfective opposition in Oromo.
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