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2. AFFECTIVE ADJECTIVE & L T® nice

ARG L Vo THML DD 208, —ICA A=Y INDDIE, bODKRTEZHHT S
EVWIHIZETHA), HTZ Lo THZDFHDM IO EBEDEI D %, Bl 2 1XHE5E
T black, square, wooden & \» 9 HiiiZ, Z DY DORIERLEM IR ERZ2 KHNERE L
T{5 A % DESCRIPTIVE ADJECTIVE T %, —J/7, nice (3\>H W % AFFECTIVE ADJECTIVE TC.
Thbb, BENEHeNGTE2T 5,

Affective adjectives (e.g. ugly, darling, atrocious) form a semantically distinct
subset of their word class. Although like descriptive adjectives (such as black,
square, wooden) they may appear as premodifiers or complements of a noun (a
darling child, the house is ugly), they do not convey information about the inherent
properties of the object being referred to, such as its shape (square), colour (black),
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or material (wooden); instead, they express the response it evokes in the speaker,
whether aesthetic (ugly) or emotional (darling). (Romaine 1998: 664)

AFFECTIVE ADJECTIVE (ZfEFIZ OHIW AL D EBUNICZ I N2 DT, ZDEKD URITHKAE
THEAVIE R\, 7, HENDIADYS DIER%Z & 5 2 &b %, 2, T hope it will
be nice and fine.” ‘Aren’t we going nice and fast?’ &9 EKIIZH 54 % ‘nice and fine’
% ‘nice and fast’” ® X 912, HOBEF EHH L TERLE L TR, &wv ) FHKICM S 2
DEMEMEZMZ 2DTH 5,

‘ﬁﬂiﬂﬁﬁmb 5NEZE

BN A BS0 0, COEOEBEWEEZ L2, BMAOHEEIEEIZ ‘the nicest
Smell }:bl“)iéf,%i))% FETHRVIIBY, 28ERTE3THAH, LorL. PLENZ D
E2EHTLLZFI)TIERY, BIROEETCBEDL D2 EMBREZEHL I ENH 5,

Our modern indiscriminate use of nice could easily lead us to wrong interpreta-
tions of older writing. If the Dog is ‘an animal of the nicest smell’ (Month. Reuv. ii,
1749, p.112) we might say it depends on the dog; of course it means ‘keenest’. Our
difficulty is that often the modern meaning makes sense—but not the right sense, or
enough sense. . . .

In the eighteenth century Swift’s aphorism that a nice man is a man of nasty ideas
was not the paradox it seems now, since nice means squeamish. . . .

[t is clear that nice must be judged by its context. (Tucker 1967: 268-269)

‘nice smell’ 121F TERZZEICE W) L So7EHAH D 181H4ZICIX ‘a nice man is a man
of nasty ideas’ &\ ) REUIFETIERVDTH 5,

OED IZ X 2 HWRDZZBIILU T DY TH %, dffllEIoNnTHRVLE L TW» 225 b LId &
i, BEDLD %) LEEoEHLLREL T03 I Enbh s, 16t 517 idic 1 T
DENZDWTIE, EHERED K ) LEWRERZ EM L 720 BE I ICRET 20088 LX) T
b5, £z, GIHBNCI8MACEEDIEDHIEN 2 DI T DEZRUETH 5, IHFAIZ) 50
E T EflID é:b)of:i‘lﬁif‘&)%iﬁ\ OB DT ER IZITFE LS D ELC D RS,

KITOBNIAENE S 253, E 7 LURET HENDIADYS DBIIF I TULU T ICZE1T 5,

OED s.v. nice a. [cf. Nescious L. nescius The precise development of the very divergent
senses which this word has acquired in English is not altogether clear. In many
examples from the 16th and 17th centuries it is difficult to say in what particular sense
the writer intended it to be taken.]

T 1. Foolish, stupid, senseless. Obs. (Common in 14th and 15th c.) a. Of persons.

b. Of actions, etc.

T 2. Wanton, loose-mannered; lascivious. Obs. a. Of persons.

b. Of conduct, etc.

T c. Of dress: Extravagant, flaunting. Obs.
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T d. Very trim, elegant, or smart. Obs. rare.

T 3. Strange, rare, uncommon. Obs.

T 4. a. Slothful, lazy, indolent. Obs. rare.

T b. Effeminate, unmanly. Obs. rare.

T c¢. Not able to endure much; tender, delicate.

T d. Over-refined, luxurious. Obs.

T 5. a. Coy, shy, (affectedly) modest, reserved. Obs.

T b. Shy, reluctant, unwilling. Const. to, in, of, or with inf. Obs.

T 6. Phr. to make (it) nice, to display reserve or reluctance; to make a scruple. Obs.

7. a. Fastidious, dainty, difficult to please, esp. in respect of food or cleanliness; also in

good sense, refined, having refined tastes.

1751 Jonnson Rambler No. 104 § 9 The mind- -becomes- -nice and fastidious, and
like a vitiated palate.

b. Particular, precise, strict, careful, in regard to some special thing.

1661 MarveLL Corr. Wks. (Grosart) II. 59 The Parliament is alwayes very nice and
curious on this point.

T c. Fastidious in matters of literary taste. Obs.

d. Precise or strict in matters of reputation or conduct; punctilious, scrupulous, sensitive.
1647 CLARENDON Hist. Reb. vu. §43 So difficult a thing it is to play an after-Game of
Reputation, in that nice and jealous profession.

e. Refined, cultured.

8. Requiring or involving great precision, accuracy, or minuteness.

1745 A. BurLer Lives Saints (1836) 1. p. xlvi, The indagation is often a task both nice
and laborious.

9. a. Not obvious or readily apprehended; difficult to decide or settle; demanding close

consideration or thought; T intricate.

1581 G. PeTTIE tr. Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 19 The finer wit a man is of, the more
he beateth it--about nice and intricate pointes. 1649 Jer. TayLor Gt. Exemp. mi. Sect.
xiv. 51 The way to destruction is broad and plausible, the way to heaven nice and
austere. 1689 PorpLi tr. Locke’s 1st Let. Toleration L.’s Wks. 1727 11. 233 Opinions - -
about nice and intricate Matters that exceed the Capacity of ordinary Under-
standings. 1789 Bersnam Ess. L. vii. 134 It becomes a very nice and curious question
indeed.

b. Minute, subtle; also of differences, slight, small.

1612 T. James Corrupt. Scripture 1v. 6 They seeme to mince and slice the matter into
certaine nice and subtile distinctions. 1662 StiLLINGFL. Orig. Sacree . iii. §4 Without
perplexing our minds about those more nice and subtile speculations.

c. Precise, exact, fine.

1867 Dukk or ARGYLL Reign of Law ii. (ed. 4) 92 The nice and perfect balance which is
maintained between these two forces.

T 10. a. Slender, thin. Obs. rare.
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1604 Suakes. Oth. . iii. 15 That policie may either last so long, Or feede vpon such
nice and waterish diet.

T b. Unimportant, trivial. Obs. rare.

11. T a. Critical, doubtful, full of danger or uncertainty. Obs.
1682 Lond. Gaz. No. 1711/4 We bless Propitious Heaven, which- -has directed Your
Majesty in these Nice and Critical times.

b. Delicate, needing tactful handling.
1664 J. WiLsoN Projectors v, Things of this nature are so nice, and kickish, the least
Error renders them irretriveable.

12. a. Entering minutely into details; attentive, close.
1589 PurteNnHAM Eng. Poesie 1. xiili]. (Arb.) 126 We imputed it to a nice and scholas-
ticall curiositie in such makers.

b. Of the eye, ear, etc.: Able to distinguish or discriminate in a high degree.

c. Of judgement, etc.: Finely discriminative.

d. Delicate or skilful in manipulation.

13. a. Minutely or carefully accurate.

b. Of instruments or apparatus: Showing minute differences; finely poised or adjusted.

14. Of food; Dainty, appetizing. spec. of a cup of tea.

15. a. Agreeable; that one derives pleasure or satisfaction from; delightful. nice girl (of

an adult); freq. somewhat derisive.

In common use from the latter part of the 18th cent. as a general epithet of approval
or commendation, the precise signification varying to some extent with the nature of the
substantive qualified by it.

b. to look nice, to have an agreeable, attractive, or pretty appearance.

c. Kind, considerate, or pleasant (to others).

d. In ironical use. Also nice and.
1846 D. JerroLD Mrs. Caudle ii, You’ll be nice and ill in the morning. 1939 L. M.
MontcoMmerY Anne of Ingleside v, S’posin’he et a lot of the little green apples- -and
got nice and sick?

16. As adv. Nicely. rare.

17. Comb. as nice-conscienced, -eared, -fingered, etc.; nice-becoming, -looking,

-spoken; nice-discerning, -judging; nice-driven, -preserved, -spun.

£ 7 Copley (1961: 106-107) ¥ nice DR IZ T Y B R X2 5 17~-181HFL I 51 T IAHiFH I
LleoTED, RICZDHELZERZ 1 DICRETE W E LTS,

nice

Latin nescius (ignorant) from nescire (not to know) appears as OF nice (ignorant,
innocent) which is developed as ME nice (foolish). The development of the meanings of
nice seems to have been as follows: foolish, simple, shy, modest, discriminating,
agreeable (in the vaguest sense). Nice had a wide range of meanings in Elizabethan
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English and the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Sometimes the precise
meaning—if there ever was one—is not at all certain;

(a) modest, shy, coy (to the end of the seventeenth century)

(b) delicate, refined (to the end of the eighteenth century, at least)

(c) over-refined, fastidious, finnicky (until the nineteenth century)

(d) subtle (until the nineteenth century)

IR BLE D & | 161HFILARE, SHlVER S &0 T2 DRED KRN L L L T E | HHKoD
FRENB LIS WIRDUICH o7z, 2D Z L1, nice and x, $ %I ENIC x and nice & \>o
72 HENDIADYS D& T L S HWHE NS 2 L6 bFiAaliiL s, OED o5 fl» 6 D k9 7%
auy—rarvPRboNsZhrsbE, TI56H nice DFHENEIENELL 722 E23b
5, 18HILHE D 5 13 2 DEESS ‘general epithet of approval or commendation’ (%% S
TEL L COERRB,—MNGkE ) CH) L TfibNs L)tk BfEICR S,
¥ 72, IREE D nicety ZBETH M IEMERZ L2 KT 2, HFELIDIFH TR,

niceness L WIHFEB H B, T9 L TAHS L, BETIE nice &\ ) FED ML IZH] & 2
CHFELWHDTHZ ELTH, BHEORKNEDEARL LT E T 270, Z O
LTI HEDTH S,

4. HEFNBSHLSDEE

DX 7y ary CIEHEEPSBOFTEDOERRIE Lo L I ERZ L. b k) &,
Z DIEFNHIEDES LIRO HOR T2 i 7 BIRE W —Hid 5, 7> a v 2 THML
7= Romaine (1998: 664) IZ ¥ \>T %, DESCRIPTIVE ADJECTIVE 23 Bt (subjectivisation) %
& 54 E LT nice 28D EiF s, ZofEprsIHINTw5,

... The word ‘nicest,” as you used it, did not suit him; and you had better change it
as soon as you can, or we shall be overpowered with Johnson and Blair all the rest
of the way.”

“I am sure,” cried Catherine, “I did not mean to say any thing wrong; but it is a
nice book, and why should not I call it so?”

“Very true,” said Henry, “and this is a very nice day, and we are taking a very
nice walk, and you are two very nice young ladies. Oh! it is a very nice word
indeed! —it does for every thing. Originally perhaps it was applied only to express
neatness, propriety, delicacy, or refinement; — people were nice in their dress, in
their sentiments, or their choice. But now every commendation on every subject is
comprised in that one word.”

“While, in fact,” cried his sister, “it ought only to be applied to you, without any
commendation at all. You are more nice than wise. Come, Miss Morland, let us
leave him to meditate over our faults in the utmost propriety of diction, while we
praise Udolpho in whatever terms we like best. It is a most interesting work. You
are fond of that kind of reading?” (NA 108)
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Jane Austen @ Northanger Abbey & \»>9H /NS DEIHTH %, HIKDISISET. B & 9 &
ZDFEDERENOEEICH 722, B LEDBBEL X)) TLL{fioTWw3 nice 13 F XIC ‘a
very nice word’ 72, 222 Tld, IHA L LAEY RS 2REL Cuit k)0, 5Tk
AN THHEZTCI DRI D 6NTLE ) L BUEOEGAMBKASIEL So T3,
7277 L — BB O TR kAT uvs 3 E£BL ‘more nice than wise’ 13 OED Tl 7.a. ®
HIE T Phrases THUh LI otnicwdansr—y a v, #HAFIZIGHLKD Y25 Ron
25DTH5, ZONHOBRTIEZDEHTICKD L ) BT RZLTRL TV 2bDHH 5,

CBREAo 7 THEIES Ly £ ) SR, SUCRRICASAVD, Ehb, T B2
(EZTAZ)I Db, Thwek, b, Jf2FETToE, ParvVrPo 7L TR0 THEZ
N5TLEIDG
THE500 ¥4 VIFMAL, TTARMESS0 2 T30 013k >72DTY, TH,
h@ﬁ%’%@&$&®r\Eibf%iﬁofiwf&wmfﬁﬂ?J
Mo ZDWHTT ) ~vY—0E oto“AHmaf%iﬁﬁaf %t%ukf%%ﬁ&ﬁ
ﬁ%tfwi?o%hu%&tﬁkgkikfﬁim&%@§kfﬁo%%!ﬁéktf%%ﬁ&
SR NI TOMAZ, B2 b EHEIFEIBLALLTVSED, BYUTHZ LD, FUT—
FTHBED, HHVEBME2ZETHRZTICHENZDOTL EI) —ALZDRED
EHALLTVS L, BIED, BIRSZNTHS Lovd L5 ich, £25 S5THI0—Sii
HOEWLFHEIZOVTDH LW IBEOFENIDLNTVREDTT
CCHHEBITIZ) TRDEBMAL, TERS FICF b aREh, ZNHEDIERIZTE 57
KL T, BRSERBEOLLI XV LAGHLVLLD, 35, E—F Y FXA, RAADIES
EVT WL S THHEE R HFEREOBN» R EDFVED ZRE LT 6 )2 LicLEL 9 X,
e b i3 b IC—F LoD LESHET =L 7 1 2D 00, & THEBRE /N
FTTbh, TIHIVIHIEEHOHEAMBEITES D TTH 2 (F)E1997 : 117-118)

BIRSEFEDFEEFEILT S nice IZCEICHFA THON A HINDH 5 & DIEHTNH 5 -
It (nice) has been too great a favourite with the ladies, who have charmed out of it
all its individuality and converted it into a mere diffuser of vague and mild agree-

ableness. (Fowler 1965: 391)

7272 L. Jane Austen OfEfMIC E > T iZ nice O IZFRAY I HIDOEE., $4bb
fastidious D =A% \» & Phillipps (ZFEHiL Tw 3,

Jane Austen’s own use of the word (nice) is generally more precise; it usually means
‘fastidious’. (Phillipps 1970: 18)

BIZAERD &9 BT oNn s,

For the rest of his (Mr. Palmer’s) character and habits, they were marked, as far as
Elinor could perceive, with no traits at all unusual in his sex and time of life. He
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was nice in his eating, . . . (SS 304)

But I believe I am nice; I do not like strange voices....However, she seems a very
obliging, pretty-behaved young lady, and no doubt will make him a good wife. (E
279)

—J T, XOPNE OED T Z X120 BERDBRIE L TH 5 9,

Most earnestly did she wish that he might not be too nice, or too observant, if
Elizabeth were his object; and that Elizabeth was disposed to believe herself so, and
that her friend Mrs. Clay was encouraging the idea, seemed apparent by a glance or
two between them, while Mr. Elliot’s frequent visits were talked of. (P 140)

OED TlZ, 14, 15, 17O ZNZ N D EWKIZE W T ‘something very nice’ ‘the nice long
letter’ ‘a nice-looking woman’‘two very nice-sized rooms’ & > 728123 Jane Austen 72>
SHIHINT V225, Wiy Letters 106 Th 5, T, BRIBENT X )1z, BRICIEDS
H HEGENEZ DEERIFEE LIcK <, HPlE L TREEFICHD B vy, FHo & 9 kg
SR AR DS A2 D D IFBIHINR TV EWVR) T ENEZLZI)TH B, TN Letters I»
SO HIE, WINHIZEALTHROMELZEDL S R0 DT, F—ERTH/INIE FARE W
ARG ANICEIT D EHEDBODPBIEIND LW D, UAMEME L TONTICEWTIE,
DR OBEIRDIEZ RO AIREIEIC T AILTEDP T L wo e 2 EBBRINDTH A 9 Hy, FHff
FHARNITIERED AN A vy =Y ZIEL{BA % LW IHHAD R, 72, XD HRENT
HY, FTHNEZEERZO2T0HTOH S, T4abDL, FILVEKRZHEMT 2013, 5L
BETHY, HiE2rSTH 5,

HEEDORWRIZIN L & I LT 5, £/, LRI FBORKRIESURIC L > TRES NS
EV)DWIEMERETATHAH, Ld, 2L ZLEEZIEDLLRVISBEZLTHEITZD
TEFDIHE L o,

Hume was right linguistically as well as psychologically when he pointed out that
English does not exactly fix the boundaries between virtues and talents, vices and
defects. He might have added that there is a penumbra where virtue may easily
pass into vice. And for many people one man’s virtue is another man’s vice. Party
politics, self-interest, a lack of firm standards, could produce complete confusion of
terms even if we had them nicely differentiated. Hume, however, after admitting
that Pride is ‘commonly taken in a bad sense’, argues that it is an ‘indifferent’
sentiment, good or bad according as it is well or ill-founded, and according to the
other circumstances which accompany it. (Tucker1967: 116)

SO RITEIR I 2 OFEDMHH S N2 AT RICHHE 2T 256030 5, FHiiERZ fE
B, HAEPALIZE T E L SMDBRE NS 2 & & v ) i HIlnc A S 5
NoTH 5,
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SRR E E BB T S, HEE D Lo THZ I TH S, b LD L foolish, stupid’ &> o
72BIETH o 7z nice WEIROBREZHER L T 2BRZ2EE L, 22KiE, 2205
26 o—m~, Thbb, —ODIEMNIFELLbEF LRI S, #BMlko
BIRZALD H > 7e, BIZIX, ML TEREE V) DIE, B THUIHAD ) 52 S (A SwE
WIHIZETHD, S, BLEAE, v itk Ewy Z ticdbns, Fic,
HRESGICHW 541 % nice @ X 9 RFHliEKZ R I5EIX, ZONENEERSKHRE L b
FTETHEHRICAZD, FHEOFHZ KL, URICKAFET 22RO 5, L7h>T,
OED D15. d. THFMIN T3 LI T, Kz, KAMWICOHWLNL2DTH 5,

o, ~ADERICELTYH, B E/NIHETZDOEOH S NHICEL 3 HBBEI N,
RRZALDETEINC & 5 EEDMRUL, SR EIVRERIC X 2 FEEIZRICINZA, 73X A A4 7
P4 DEFEHGHOXRICE TR INIRE L VLS,

O

ATHTENE TR 24~ 264F FEFR 7 AT N H A AR BLA R A 7e E w4 (JEigptse (C) &
524520292 WHEANEE WA f TIS-191fd oW iEEAL & SCIR « B - EfE - I IR
THMRORM) X OEWEEZZ I TVwEHDTH 3,

{5

b=

Jane Austen O/Ngid 5 D E|H X3 X T The Novels of Jane Austen by R. W. Chapman
(3rd ed. 1932-34; rpt. Oxford University Press, 1986) ®fRIZ X 2, 5IHDHED () WNICiZ
TEE OIS L R—=CBEEDLT, 5 ) 2 FEXRDEY) TH % NA: Northanger Abbey., SS:
Sense and Sensibility. E: Emma. P: Persuasion, BIJHN® FHIZEHIZ X 5,

51 A3k
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