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The Quality Analysis of the Cultivation of Top-notch
Undergraduates in China:
Taking the T-College Program as a Case

Tianshu Zhang

(The Center for Economic Research, SPSPA, Shandong University, Jinan 250011, China)

(Abstract)
In order to win the international competitions, Chinese higher education has been carrying out a

new practice in the field of top talent training, with the name of “Cultivation Program of Excellent

Students in Fundamental Sciences”, also known as the “Mount Everest project”. Based on the
data of “China College Student Survey” (CCSS) in 2013, this paper tries to analyze the differences
of cultivation quality between the elite model and the conventional mode from the students’

viewpoints of subjective evaluation. The quality of talent cultivation index selected the indicators

of student engagement and education process, and further explored the relationship between
the two indicators and student SSLO respectively. The study found that: 1) the indicators of the
students cultivated by the elite model are completely better than those of the students cultivated

by the conventional mode; 2) the society orientation indicators of the former are lower than those
of the latter; 3) the indicators of EEE, SCE and SWL can predict the SSLO cultivated by the two
cultivation modes, while the indexes of SFI and CR can only predict the SSLO of the latter.

Key words: China ; Mount Everest project ; cultivation mode; quality of education.



