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Abstract

Sara-Jane Leslie, who is a professor of Philosophy at Princeton
University, is presenting a new framework for the study of generic
sentences. Generic sentences like "tigers are striped", "ducks lay
eggs", and "sharks attack bathers" are all acceptable as generalizations.

But, as is well known, it is difficult to give a semantic account for
these sentences, since their apparent truth conditions are very different
from each other: All normal tigers are striped, less than half of the
ducks lay eggs, and very few sharks attack bathers. Leslie shows that
generic sentences are based on the default generalization, which is
non-quantificational in nature, and that children acquire them earlier
than the explicit quantifiers like all or some.

I certainly agree with Leslie's claim that children easily develop the
ability of non-quantificational default generalization. But generic
sentences are actually not uniform. Specifically, the subjects of generic
sentences have three different forms in English: the indefinite singular,
the definite singular, and the bare plural. I assume that the variety
of generic sentences reflects the dual aspect of the human cognitive
capacity, and propose that while some of the generic sentences are
non-quantificational, the others are definitely quantificational.

Although there has been a long controversy between quantificational
and non-quantificational approaches to generic sentences, I believe
that they will naturally reconcile in the framework of Leslie's. In this
paper, I will assort issues to solve and try to sketch the way to the goal.
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. MBIl EZ5NS,

5. TEHhILHUSMRR

A (1998) THL 72X )ic, TEHLIITBL TR, KT 2NEZF>
BOPILFL T D, ZHUE, FEETHOHAETHED D v, B, R
DabDORNZ ) TH 5,

(47) a. AR RS REEE A,
b. & 2 I RIE e, 7
(48) a. AHs M4,
b. #3241,
(49) a. IEEIZ—4EDE,

13



iy
B
o%

1

b. Wi b T,

A SCPIAE XD A2 HUY EH DRI LD AZ IS 70 b Db Zadi,
—HALZ R T L) R TR XDOIBICHSMMA 25 2 LSARETH 5, &
CRHICESMZ 272613 (47) 13 (50) DEIHIHRBEL9,

(50) a. AfIZETH 2,
b. A3 TH 5,

CD2OFASHICFELTE O WIS L 228w, b L, Mz d
2 EIICREIRT 2513, AEF (1998) THhRZLIHIC, W Tr2 b
PHAICEELH o TWLBRHDEMNTELICHRBTHA I,

(51) a. TAIIZEHTH 2, LIFF AR\,
b. TAMIZETH 5, LIFE AL,

CORFAIE TTIChZ (9) 2 HEGEICLA (32) LHBDLDTH S,

(9) Sharks attack bathers.
(32) It is not the case that sharks don't attack bathers.

Zzcd, (6la) & (50a) IFmEEMICEAITIE v, (Bla) 13T HTh
DBADFEIC X > THEHIZAR S, (B0a) 23, MFRCE L THEICMRE
2761, RKEBDANMIFEATH S L) — bz LT3 X HITZITE
SN BH, FEETE (5la) 23R Y ZOMHFICE LT (50a) 2T 3 2

EWTEDL, Tbb, Bla), Z2LTZDI ELHbIWATHS 47a) 1F
Striking Generick L CTERI N2 &L \0wH 2L THD, (47a) 3fafz B
LTWEIHNETH L0 5, LeslieDIEHi§ 3 2 AN 7 Striking GenericD %
BICb#HAELTWS, 20—/ T, (B0b) LZ2DI bW THS (47b)
W EENRERIT RN EITER LR TNIER S Kb,

PLED X9 RBlEiE, BRCoEANAREE» T2 LN TESLT
b2, BEN - RHWEARE L ZRRICTE. 2EbE%E (Blab) @
EVICHERT 22 EHTES, L2LAEDVL, 2EOIZDHDIX, &L
HNWDIRE D 5 RAIC > THHERF SN T 5 77 4 L M Lo

14



TFR TR D FTiE B

%}i@%tf:uua&%TLTw%J: HIEbNG, AETHRDIELIERHL TV
Iz, ZORERIIBEN - SRR S I L 72D DTH B,

ZDEHIT, TEDLTE, VAT L1 DFEMBEHBRANICRSTH S b

BITwRZE2RIMEEZ OGNS, FEZ ORMEESZ, JERICR

i AB O E L L TE Y, HAMRRDAEL 20Icb > Tnw5 L -
bz (Leslie (in press)*Zd), #iZ 1, Striking Genericd A EHIT &H
% Sharks attack bathers?3ffiX & L TR I ANGNED EEF 57K HLU
I, RDOE ) BB LLELZIANSGNTLEITH AT,

(52) Muslims are terrorists. (£ 27 2 &fEZ7a Y A +72)

ANENZ, 2D X ) B BbZBGEAICLTEL 2 Wi lEE2EFN 205
WKLTRf> T2 2 EICERLZTIUE R 64\, BEFICH T2 &3k
Striking GenericO DM & FA &k 9., B2)ICH 515 K 9 Zth2 ik bLix
B ﬁ%%wtf7jw%m BHIBENC 23D 5 2 & Z W L

N RIS e RS 5 2 L DRI ICHE S BETH B, PR
i\kﬁ®mﬁmﬁ®ﬁ% Hh, FEEE, WE, LHEILLLA, A
L HELICOES b Tw2D0TH S,

E
1. —~EDNRDE-Z 64\ NS 2 T o s 2 e pndH s, (6)
XL T Tl EIERy A, (9) 1IZLT TEADDTHLOHIZ T £y
HETHDH, LoL, BHEXONEPBEI NI DT TIERL, RIFANSGN
R ORERIR S E DHIWT DA IZWIRETH %,
2. Cohenl3 4l (partition) & ¥5E#: (homogeneity) & \» 9 #E&IT L >
T, (10) % (11) PEEAUMETH LI LEBAL LI E LTS, ?ff:\
#Bib 3 % X 9 1cLeslie (2008) X5 EM KA (positive counter-instance)
EVIBRICKST, INGZFWILLI EL TS
3. BEINWICRE S wisfioic . B0 & B o BuRbahTE Hwv
289 I IZFE ORI D 5, Leslield, Gen & AHEEEZ & DE %
FER L 2h35 b RF I 3451‘%1_0) AR E R EAE LT %, HlZIE,
KOG L DOWEMNEZ F T 5 7201213, 2 SDDIFIEAZE XA 2 BFEH D |
Z PUSTHIBRER & iz aess LJ\%%%OD@;b) ELTHHEI N T IUEE S kv
o THL, HAFETR L& )T, (ia) FHEICOWTO—RILTH D,
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(iib) 1ERTHED Z DRSO W TO—ILTH %,
(i) Typhoons arise in this part of the Pacific.
(ii) a. Gen, [Typhoon (x) ]3,[this-part-of-the-Pacific (1) & arise-in (x, 1)]
(AR, KFED Z ol (o & 22) TAL 3]
b. Gen, [this-part-of-the-Pacific (1) |3, [typhoon (x) & arise-in(x, 1)]
RPED Z ol BEPELS (ZE23H3) |
4. Leslie et al. (2009) ®FhIc X4uF, (15) ~ (18) X 5 Meeddl
BHEIZD (5) (6) (8) (9) WIRTHEFICARIEZDITTIEZR W,
Principled Generic® (5). Characteristic Generic® (6) #3537 LI
ZIFANS NS DITHR L Majority Generic® ( 8 ) 5>Striking Generic?d (9 )
TIEHIETH> THOREAREEL 2 AR D WD, 72720, BEIETIX
AHAREEC 2 ADI S BRTIANEHNCHIELTCLE->T0 D,
5. THWHIE 13 TROIE ) 1a8d 2 HEN I T4  BERREIT
H2HLETDLE, Leslien 5 ) HEMRBIDAED T I HAMTIEZR L & 5,
CohenDflg sy # (partition) % £ D X ) ITHET 22 & ) [E & [F%
DD TH A9,
6. Striking Generic® FAE R 2I02 7 D R kw9 RO W T
Leslie et al. (2009) %, "fIED (FXADEHRTH 2 &) EHEE, K<
—HOEAFICE T L2RBIL 2V b 00, MEEORMTHE10, L
IBEDZ Lz RTWw 2,
7. TELHENIRIEDRD ) LW FI2DI A PA2IH D, AREG IR
REFTOILEOLIZTEICVOSK DIRL LRI TH I b 6T, &
MEZLAZITFANSGNL2DI1E, HBEOILHLITHS (47a) BHEEL T
WEPLTHAHI,
8. Leslield% < OiiX% HHDOWEBR—Y TALTED, ZOmIDH
HGOTARETSH L 72 XRIE T X TU NOURLTHEG Z EDHHETH 5,
https://www.princeton.edu/-sjleslie/publications.html
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